Second Avenue UMC

September 2008

Pastor: Matthew E. Lake

Dynani ¢

Creating Community

Faithful Living

Loimie Live Life to the Rullestt

Saturdays at; Sundays at; Sundays at;
5:30pm 815am 10:45am
Elevation Traditional  Contemporary

Datesto Remember:
Sept. 6th

Sept. 7th
Sept. 21st

Sept. 24th
See pg. 4 for more details
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aj FROM THE
P2 PASTOR
Life certainly has been full over the last number of months!

Mission trips (in State and out).Youth events. Learning opportunities. Swimming parties
for the kids. Learning to ride bikes without training wheels. Dives off the diving board.
Picnics. Block Parties. Vacation Bible School. Water slides. Roller Coasters. Trips to the
farm.Fireworks. Homemade pies. Olympic games. Add in lots of sunshine... and you
discover just a few of the elements of what has made life so full this summer.

Our hope as we move into the Fall of the year at Second Avenue UMC is that each of us
will discover even a fuller life. However, by "fuller" we do not mean just busier or
accomplishing more. Rather, we mean discovering "life to the full" as God intended for
each of us. In the Gospel of John Jesus talks about this very thing when he comments, "I
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full!" (John 10:10).

This term of "discovering life to the full" or discovering "God's best for us" can be quite
misleading. While God certainly does intend the best for us, it may not be the "best" that
you and I so often think we desire. For example, life to the fullest does not necessarily
mean being the most comfortable, or having the most success, or acquiring the most
money. Ironically when we achieve these elements that we as humans think make our
lives "full" or "the best" we often find ourselves more empty than perhaps we have ever
been.

Our hope as we enter into September is for everyone to discover LIFE TO THE FULL as
God would have it for us. God certainly does want the BEST for us, but that BEST is an
abundant life as discovered in the practices of a Holy God rather than the indulgences of
humanity. For example, as we learn to practice the Sabbath and worship God rightly, we
find a rhythm and rest in the midst of the endless trials of life. In concentrated prayer we
find a serenity and discernment amidst the loud voices of this world that clamor for our
attention. Through service to others we find that we have been called to higher purposes
than just our own selfish desires. Through giving we discover how richly we have already
been blessed by God. Through small groups we find that we are loved and understood by
others who genuinely care about us. Through the richness of examining God's Holy
Word we mine the nuggets of divine wisdom and life.
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God's Holy Word we mine
the nuggets of divine
wisdom and life.

Let this FALL be a time of
ABUNDANT LIFE for
you. Let it be a time to
discover God's BEST in
our lives. The only way we
will truly find this type of
deep, rich, and full life is
to engage in all the
practices that God offers
to us. We at Second
Avenue want to see each
of us LIVE into this
abundant life. Through
Disciple Bible studies and
numerous small groups,
through varied worship
experiences and ways to
serve the broken among
us, and so many other
ways, we at Second
Avenue have
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MANY ways to experience
LIFE to the FULLEST as
God intends. Don't miss
out on the abundance that
God desires for each of us!
When we speak of
REACHING SEEKERS,
BUILDING BELIEVERS
IN CHRIST we speak of
having life to the fullest
through the areas of
Dynamic Worship,
Creating Community, and
Faithful Living. It is this
kind of life that Jesus
referred to when He said,
"I have come that they
may have life, and have it
to the full. "Don't miss
out! It may have been a
full summer, but we are
hoping for an even fuller
FALL!

May we join in the

Adventures in Mothering

@

A

journey... it is more than we
could ever imagine on our own!

Enjoy the most abundant life
imaginable... and only possible
through Jesus Christ!

Seeking life to the fullest....
Pastor Matt

Ever feel guilty, isolated, or even angry? Do you wonder if it’s ever going to
get better? Ever wish you had someone to talk to, confide in or laugh with

that knows what you’re talking about?

MOPS? (Mothers of Pre-Schoolers)

With the sights, sounds, tastes, and smells of the amusement park,
motherhood might feel like a sensory overload. But at MOPS we will enjoy

this together and learn more about ourselves as women, moms, and leaders.
Starts September 117 Every 2™ and 4™ Thursday of the month Sept. thru Nay

from 9:30-11:30am

YOU NEED MOPS!

What is

Call now to register or for more info!
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Upcoming Events:

Wed. Bible Study — Every Wed. at 10am Installation Service for District

Hope Chest - Sept. 6 Superintendent

Faithful Living Sunday — Sept. 7 . . . .

DS Installation Service - Sept. 7 An installation service will be held

Combined Service - Sept. 21 for our new DS,

Charge Conference - Sept. 24 Rev. Dr. Dennis L. Otto

R.0.C.K. Begins - Sept. 24 on September 7, 2008 at 4pm at

Youth - Every Sunday at 6pm the Hollidaysburg First United
Methodist Church. Mark this date

Handbell Concert - Sept. 28 on your calendar.

Second Avenue UMC will hold it’s annual Charge Conference with the District

Superintendent on Wednesday, Sept. 24th at 7pm. All are invited and encouraged to
attend.

The Hope Chest will hold it’s next clothing distribution on Sat, Sept 6th.If you are
able to come, your help is greatly appreciated.We are also still in need of donations of
new socks and for volunteers to help w/ setup on Sept 5th and at the distribution on
Sept 6th.Please contact Danielle Mattern (693-1155) or Terry Koelle (693-1165) if you
would like to help.Thank You!

Sunday, September 7th will be our Faithful Living Sunday. Please join us in the
sanctuary at 9:30am for the promotion of our children to their Sunday School classes
for the Fall. In light of our focus on Christian Education our Fall Connection Event will
occur at a later date. Thank you for investing in the lives of our children

On Sunday, Sept. 21st at 8:45am we will combine services with our neighbor
church, Bethany Lutheran. The combined service will take place in the lower parking
lot, across the street from Bethany Lutheran . We will celebrate with joint choir
anthems, offerings — envelopes to respective churches; cash to ROCK/CRT . Both Pastor
Matt and Pastor Betty will officiate. Hymns from both UMC and ELCA hymnals. Holy
Communion. Modified Sunday school at Second Ave. is optional as there will be a time
of fellowship with the members of Bethany following the service. We will hold the 10:45
service at it’s usual time.
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER:

Did you ever have someone
clean your windows? I had
mine done and the hose was
used and the windows were
streaked so they had to be
wiped down.

I think of us as we look with
our eyes; are they streaked or
do we see clearly? Early
morning eyes usually have to
be wiped good before clear.

As we look at our daily life,
what are we seeing? Streaks
in our walk, our conversation,
our view, our personality, our
thoughts, so much we have

<
=11 Senior Adult

‘ Fellowship
As always, the Senior
Fellowship group opened
their meeting on the third
Thursday, Aug. 21st with
prayer. We pray for our
members who can’t be with us
and our friends. It was our
Bingo meeting and as always
we had a nice time of
fellowship together. We were
served a lunch of tomato
soup, crackers, toasted cheese
sandwich, jello with

streaks.

Let us wash our eyes and see
clearly as the day appears to
us with a beautiful sunrise
and let us keep our eyes from
streaks and receive God’s
blessings for us.

Erdean
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| pray also that you will have greater
understanding in your heart so you will know
the hope to which he has called us and that
you will know how rich and glorious are the
blessings God has promised his holy people.
And you will know that God'’s power is very
great for us who believe.

Ephesians 1: 18, 19

Fruit and cake. Many thanks  Fall Youth Schedule
to Bertie, Linda, Ruby (who

called our numbers), and Dee. Sept. 7: Regular Youth,
Mary Lou came and helped in ©Pm

the kitchen. Thanks also goes Sept. 14: Regular

to Bill for the “taxi” rides. Youth, 6pm

Thank you to Betty and Sept. 21: Hiking 4pm
Arlene for the beautiful cake. Sept. 28: Regular

All are welcome to our Bingo ~ Youth, 6pm

Third Thursday and our
Fourth Thursday Fellowship
Day. We meet at 10:30am in
the social hall.

Nellie Zeiders

Regular meetings are
held at the church. For
special event nights
please be prompt,
because we may be
leaving the building. We
don’t want anyone to
miss out on the fun!
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SEPTEMBER
Bl RTHDAYS! !

1 HelenFaus 17 Brandy McCommor

John McKee 18 Eileen Benton

3 Sharon Lang 19 Sandy Smith
Wade Koelle 20 Edie Weible

4 Breon Walker 21 Carolyn Lockard
Steve Coldwell Kathy Bickel

Damian Branas
25 Charles Grove

6 Vivian Irvin
Roy Yingling

David Smith Jr.
Jennifer Fochler
Jim Daski

Jean Stevanus

26 Carla Griffin
27 Nellie Zeiders

Dee Perkins 29 Robert Crook Il

8 Sue Fochler
Jennifer Sanker
Parker Cook

9 Nicole Ross

10 Kimberly Koelle

11 Rachel Moyer

12 Stella Coldwell

13 Diane Chathams

Lester Stotler 1l

Paul Weible 1  Steve & Debra Hazengtab
16 Nicole Stotle 3 Douglas & Karen Bledin
17 Richard Hileman 4 Eric & Danielle Mattern
5 Tom & Debbie Ross

Steve & Donna Porter
18 Wade & Sherry Koelle
19 John & Beverely McKee
20 Scott & Nicole Hileman
28 Eric & Kendra Valentino
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VAN O

(Reaching Out to Community Kids)
Summer is coming to an end. Back to school. Cooler weather. Autumn is right around
the corner. That means it is time for the R.0.C.K. to begin. I would like to take a
moment to fill you all in on what has happened this summer and the hopes and goals for
the upcoming months.
Let’s start with the Community Restoration projects. The goal for Comm. Rest. this
summer was to “stay afloat”. The summer of 2007 was a step out in faith. We had great
success last year. Experience tells us that following up an initial success is almost as
difficult as the first step. I am happy to say we achieved our goal. We were able to help
three families clean up and pain their homes, work that needed to be done. We were
able to purchase the needed materials without any strain on any of our other assets and
keep enough money in our account to begin 2009. The financial issues are my
responsibility as the head of the Comm. Rest. But I enjoy sharing the details. Another
way to share God’s faithfulness. One way or another we always seem to have what we
need.
I'd like to express our deepest gratitude to our partners at Bethany Lutheran church.
Several generous donations have been received from the congregation there. The
contributions members have made along with the actual work is inspiring. A great
group of people who have made our success possible.
We had hoped to have people from outside our church come and join us as we reach out
to help our neighbors. Contacts throughout our district and several civic groups were
made. One group, a church from Hanover, PA, expressed an interest in coming to
Altoona and spend a few days here and offer their help. I was able to meet with the
leaders of their mission team and arrange for them to come to Altoona for four days in
early October and work here. They will be staying in the Koinonia House. It is exciting
that the resources we have here will be able to be used by others to help others.

Now onto the R.O.C.K.:

We will begin the 2008/2009 school year on Wednesday September 24. This is a week
later than usual. I think it is in the best interest of the program for a later start to help us
prepare for the year. I am just not ready yet. I apologize for any lack of preparedness.

It is difficult to make plans for what we will do because we have learned that what goes
on at the R.0.C.K. is truly in God’s hands. He decides the direction and we just try to
follow. We are going to implement a program that deal in preventative measures when
dealing with drug, alcohol, and violent behavior this year. This will be a big step for us.
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R.O.C.K. Continued....

Also very challenging. Implementation of this program will change the shape of the
program slightly. Different use of the church’s facilities are going to be tried. I feel as
though what the R.0.C.K. will be able to accomplish over the next few years will begin to
take shape in 2008/2009. Please keep the R.0.C.K. , it’s kids, and our volunteers in
your thoughts, prayers, and hopes.

The summer of 2008 was an incredible one for myself personally. God has blessed me
with an opportunity to re-establish a relationship with my daughter, Rachel. Due to
many bad decisions in my life, we had been separated for a long time. I am certain that I
would not have made it through this painful time without all the love and support I have
received from all here at Second Avenue. So many of you have made such an impact on
my life. You loved me at a time when I don’t think I was able to love myself. You helped
me heal. Thank You.

Please feel free to give me a call if you have any questions or suggestions on the work we
are doing here. Thank you for your support. Please take a moment to think about
joining us. And as always, please pray for all of those involved in our endeavors.

Peace,

Danny Billetter, R.O.C.K. Director

9 & 2 3 %

If you or anyone you know can play will be performing here at

an instrument and would be Second Ave. on Sept. 28th.

willing to share that gift with us, = There will be a dinner before the

please contact Asa as soon as concert at 5:30pm with the

possible. He can be reached at 590- concert beginning at 7pm. The  Dec. 7th: "Once
0290. evening of fellowship and music Upon A Night”
The adult handbell choir will is free and a free-will offering Combined choir

begin meeting the first Wednesday Will be taken. Cantata with

after Labor Day, Sept. 3rd at Coming this Oct. will be a singers
. . throughout the

7pm. If you can count you can play Reflection of our Faith Part 2
the bells! We would love to see you concert. This concert will feature aglf?l' dren’
there. our own Asa Carns on the organ h v re.ﬁ; )
UPCOMING CONCERTS: and Betty Wingart on the piano € 0}; Wi ft cgin

] ] A time to pray, meditate, and Iﬁr?)c ICB atter
A premiere handbell choir from experience organ and piano abor Day on

Our Lady of Victory (State College) music. Wed. at4:30pm.
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Serving in September

POWER POINT:

Elevation:

09/06 Brian Koelle
09/13 Rachel Ferguson

09/20 Andrew Bollinger

09/27 Daniel Wilt

10:45am:

09/07
09/14
09/21
09/28

Brian Koelle
Rachel Ferguson
Don Rice

Daniel Wilt

SOUND:

Elevation:

09/06 Marshall Strait
09/13 Scott Thompson
09/20 Pat Hopkins
09/27 Chrissy Cotter

Sunday Worship:
09/07 Wade Koelle
09/14 Curtis Davidhizar
09/21 Pat Hopkins
09/28 Chrissy Cotter

COUNTERS:

Janet Valentino
Bertie Michaels
Meagan Cook

GREETERS:
8:15am:
Randy & Sharon Lang
Sue Fochler

10:45am:

Curtis & Kirsten
Davidhizar
Marylou Mathieu

READERS: (8:15am)

09/07 Roger Morgan
09/14 Sharon Lang
09/21 Sue Fochler

09/28 Donna Porter

JR. CHURCH:

09/07 NO JR. CHURCH
09/14 Pricilla Heidler
09/21 Sherri Hileman
09/28 Gina Barefoot

NURSERY (Elevation):

09/06 Gretchen Kennedy
Jim Kennedy
09/13 Jenn Lake
Bonita Thompson
09/20 Christine Hopkins
Donna Lysinger

09/27 Bette Fischer
Meagan Cook

NURSERY (10:45am):

09/07: Doris Stalnaker
Kirsten Davidhizar
Danielle Mattern
Jenn Lake

Sue Fochler
Marian Rice
Danielle Yingling
Terry Koelle

Daniel Wilt
Chrissy Cotter
Jen DeBlois
Jes Simonis

Jen Fochler
Sherri Hileman
Helen Weller
Tabitha Becker

09/14:

09/21:

09/28:
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Misc. Announcements:

Our church is participating in a cell phone fundraising drive. There is nothing for you to
buy or sell to participate. We simply ask that you donate your extra inactive cell phones to
our drive. Most households have 5 to 6 unused cell phones just sitting in drawers. Please
put these phones to good use. They will raise much needed funds and 100% of the
proceeds will go directly to our church. This drive will benefit your family, our church, and
the environment by keeping the harmful materials the phones contain out of our landfills
To make it easy for you, just bring the cell phones with their batteries to church. No
chargers or accessories are needed. Please help make our fundraiser a success.

Wehave begun collecting caps from mild, Gatorade, soda, iced tea, etc... All PLASTIC

bottle caps are needed. We are collecting these for a woman who uses them for
Chemotherapy treatments. She receives a free treatment with every 250 caps collected!
This is something we ALL use, and a very simple way to reach out and help someone in
need. Collection box located in the foyer area.

Exploring Discipleship: Are you interested in knowing more about the church? Do you
have questions about this place? Are you relatively new to Second Ave. UMC? Then come
join us for a time of exploration & learning about discipleship and membership, beginning
on Sunday, Sept. 14 at 9:30am in the upstairs balcony. If interested call the office
(943-2072) or see Pastor Matt.

Copies of Pete Harry’s Real (a worship project) cd are available for purchase. Please order
on-site by cash or check or online at DAYLIGHTSOUNDANDSTUDIO.COM

Second Avenue UMC TRANSFORMATION T-Shirts are still available for purchase . Two

designs are available and can be purchased at the church office or by filling out an order
form (located in the foyer area). Oder forms can be brought to the office or given directly
to Kathy Bickel.

Deposits for the upcoming bus trips to Sight & Sounds Theatre and New York City were

due by Aug. 25th. If however you haven’t gotten yours in yet, please see Asa Carns as soon
as possible as the balance is due by September 16th.

Free Family Dinner! Monday, Sept. 22 from 5-7pm at Second Ave. UMC. Please call
Becky Mingle for reservations or more information at: 814 693 3112
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From the Discipleship Coordinator:
Very recently I had an intense personal experience which allowed me a peek into the
awesome power of prayer. Pete’s brother Ryan and his wife Stephanie were expecting
their first baby in September. There have been months filled with excitement
surrounding the future “Harry baby”. Things had been going well with the pregnancy
and Stephanie had been taking extremely good care of herself. However, she became
very sick one evening and went into the emergency room to get things checked out.
They discovered some major problems with her liver and that she had developed
HELLP syndrome and Ryan and Stephanie were told that the baby would need to be
delivered through an emergency c-section. For most women who experience HELLP
syndrome the cure is to deliver the baby and in about 24 hours they are back to caring
for their new child. For Stephanie things took a turn for the worst after “baby Harry”
was born. Her kidneys were so strained they had trouble working and she developed a
very serious blood disorder called DIC. People often refer to this disorder as “death is
coming”. In the middle of the night we almost lost her. The doctors gave her an
experimental drug to clot her blood to stop the bleeding, but they told us that if it didn’t
work there weren’t any more options. There was no surgery, no procedure, and no drug
they could give her to save her life. Meanwhile, those who were aware of what was
occurring in Atlanta started praying... and praying. Through e-mails, phone calls and
prayer chains we believe that over 1,000 people were diligently praying for Stephanie
and her baby boy. I am convinced that it was not the “factor 7” drug that saved her life,
but the very God who gives us all life. I believe now more than ever that there is no
substitute for prayer and even though it is so simple, it is an unbreakable connection
with our Creator. My hope will be that this fall all of us can step up to be committed in
prayer, not just when things are out of our control, but with every hope, joy, concern,
and request. We have many at our church who are signed up for one day every month
to be intentional in prayer for our church and community. However, most days are still
unclaimed. Please consider making the commitment to be in prayer as often as
possible. I believe God can use prayer warriors to pull a life back from the grip of death.
I believe He can use prayers to keep a family together. I believe He can use our prayers
to make a way when our humanity says nothing more can be done. Thank you to all
those who prayed and are praying for Stephanie. God is to be praised for the wonderful
work he has done!

Disciple Bible Studies Fall 2008:
Disciple 1: led by Marsha Kustaborder, Sunday nights starting in late September
Meeting at the Koinonia house

Disciple 2: led by Lisa Hann, Monday nights starting September 29th Meeting from
7:00-9:30pm at the church — in the Sunday school room off the stage area

Disciple 4: led by Jackie Ross, Monday nights starting in late September
Meeting at Jackie’s home
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PRAYER PAGE

/ & , 9 .
. ) . « vidual & corporate
« A Faith-In-Christ Explosion A heart to invite others to
« A Deep Spiritual Hunger know Christ
« Hearts for Prayer «  Unity in Spirit
«  Willingness to join Small « Increased diversity to Few things are as important as prayer
Groups reflect all people .
« Movement of God’s Holy « Lack of Gossip/rumors ) ngzlrgrrﬁss towalk
Spirit . o
p o « Trusting each other September 24
‘ ie;ftﬁscltgﬁg“’e joyfully & . NEW LIFE Charge Conference
« Removal of barriersto  «  Staff of the Church

- World Mission
Forgiveness of sins both indi

/ / / = ;4

Valley View: Mary Coldwell

Bellemeade Manor: Cora Biddle, and

Audrey Hampton : !
Hillview Nursing Home: Florence Points

Lutheran Home: Dorothy Edmundson, and Dorothy \

Brooks 1 & - 7
Hollidaysburg Veterans Home: Jim Fedesco ;

Altoona Center For Nursing Care: Helen Faust,
Barbara Allison

Westminster/Presbyterian: Alberta Krause and R
Helen Eckels

Winds At Mattern Orchard: Zoltan and Mary Bakoss
Healthsouth Rehab.: Ginny Weber
Altoona Hospital:

At Home: Gloria Jackson, Dorothy Liebegott, Pat Pavlic,
Viola Miller, Lulu Nash, Clesta Slogenhop, Shirley Criste,
and Isabel Woomer

New Life  Funding of all

ministries
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Treasurer’s Report:

Balance End of June
Total receipts for July
Total disbursements July

The Scroll

Balance End of July

A complete breakdown of this report is

available by request.

$24,92026 © g < 4 =
$23,508.76 :
08703 $6,725.26 !
$24.256.75 +08/10 $3,396.45 !
$24,172.96 1 og/17 $4,594.85 |
+08/24 $4,022.02 |
+08/31 See Oct. Scroll

ATTIENDANCI:

/ -4 3 < .
08703 229 08703 65
08710 213 08710 69
08717 214 08/17 67
08724 237 08/24 83

08731 See Oct. Scroll

08/31 See Oct. Scroll

September items needed:
toilet tissue, bars of soap,
and all non-perishables.
Please continue to
remember those in need. All
items can be placed in the
foyer area in the box by the
windows.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
HELP!!

FUNDRAISERS

Cell Phone Drive: Donate your inactive cell
phones with their batteries (No chargers or
accessories needed). 100% of the proceeds
go directly to the church

Ponderosa Steak House: Mention Second
Avenue United Methodist Church and the
church will receive 10 percent of the
amount spent.
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Transformation through REACHING

Reaching Seekers, SEEKERS, BUILDING BELIEVERS IN
Building Believers, CHRIST! This is our vision and goal at
In Christ Second Avenue United Methodist Church.

Our hope is to see people grow closer to
Christ through Dynamic Worship, Faithful
Living, and Creating Community. We
believe that lives are changed, challenged,
and transformed through the powerful love
of Jesus Christ and hope to share that love
through intentional relationships in our
worship, in our living, and in our
community. We are a growing and vibrant
congregation ministering to infants, youth,
families, and seniors. We seek to reach
everyone with the love of Christ through
both traditional worship and contemporary
worship (including a praise team, drama
team, and dance team). We would love to
grow and experience transformational life
with you!

- &* 9 >

We are so grateful for mors have shrunk. So we are
everything you did for our  still hopeful.

family. It is so nice to know Thank you again for your
that our roof is done and we |y dness. Tt was a pleasure
no longer need to worry
about how we were going to
get it done. Everything just
fell in place.

We’re On the Web!
www.2ndaveumc.org

meeting each and every one
of you.

June 2008 Mission Tri
John, Brennae and the une ission Trio

entire Dale Family
John has been in and out of

the hospital again. The tu Lebanon, Indiana



