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Sundays at: 

8:15am 
Traditional 

Sundays at: 
10:45am 

Contemporary 

Saturdays at: 
5:30pm 

Elevation 

Wors hip With Us : 

May 2009 

Pastor:  Matthew  E. Lake 

Second Avenue UMC 

The Scr
oll 

Visit us at: 
www.2ndaveumc.org 

E-Mail: 
2ndaveumc@verizon.net 

 
Phone:  (814) 943-2072 

Fax:  (814) 943-4453 
 

 

 

 

 

Reaching Seekers, Building  
Believers in Christ 

Dates to Remember:  

May 3–  Join Hands Day 

May 5-  VBS Meeting 

May 9- Hope Chest 

May 10– Mother’s Day 

May 12– Ad Council Mtg. 

May 23– Love Feast 

May 29– Movie Night 

LEAP!!    
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No one likes to leap. 
Especially when you do not know where you will land! 
Leaping involves leaving the ground, losing some sense of control, flying through the air, 
and leaving behind the security of what was known to move towards something un-
known. 
Yes, nobody likes to leap… at least those of us who like control and predictability. 
And yet, this is the essence of faith.  God has always called God’s people to leap.  To move 
in faith into unknown lands, to trust, to live God’s way rather than our own way (think of 
Abraham, of Moses, of the prophet Jeremiah, or any of the original 12 Disciples when Je-
sus called them). 
Yet while we know this in theory, and even want to do it in our spirit, the reality of living 
into it is quite different.  Even when God proves Himself faithful once, we remain hesi-
tant and wonder IF God will do it again. 
I have been challenged with this notion of leaping in faith recently as I was struck by 
something that happened over our Resurrection/Easter Services.  This year we made the 
decision to lift up the walls of the sanctuary for the 10:45AM service and to set up extra 
chairs in the overflow area.  This decision was not made easily, and only after much dis-
cernment was it decided to go ahead and raise the walls.  Lifting up these walls was a 
huge leap in many ways as we have never done that before for a worship service.  Also, 
while it was going to be exciting to see the walls up, no one had any idea if there would be 
enough people to sit in the chairs of the overflow area.  It would look down right silly to 
have many people sitting in the sanctuary, but no one sitting in the overflow area with 
the sanctuary walls raised.  Yet as we thought and prayed about it, and knowing what 
God has been doing at Second Ave lately we took the leap to raise the walls, even 
with the uncertainty, doubt, and—yes—fear which that brought. 
The result? 
Almost unbelievably, when it came time for the 10:45AM Resurrection service, the sanc-
tuary was completely full AND the entire overflow area was filled.  In other words, there 
were not many empty chairs left in the overflow area, nor were there many more people 
than chairs that were set up.  Almost to perfection, there were just as many chairs and 
seats as there were people to sit in them.   
What struck in me this, as I have reflected upon it, is that God responded and provided 
to exactly how far we were willing to jump.  It was as if God said, OK, those 2nd Ave.  

Cont..
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people were willing to get the walls up and set up that number of extra chairs in faith, 
so that is how many people I will provide-- matching exactly how far they were willing 
to leap---no more, no less!” 
I’m not sure God would use those exact words, but you get the idea.  Literally, it was as 
if God provided up to the point of how far we were willing to go in faith.  And what an 
amazing service it was!  Nearly 350 people gathered for that Resurrection service (with 
17 new adult disciples joining, 4 confirmands, and 4 baptisms), and almost 500 gath-
ered together over the Resurrection weekend!   
And this is not the first time that God has responded to just how far we were willing to 
leap in faith.  God has done this over…and over… and over!  Yet each time we hesitate 
and fight that leap, wondering if God will provide, “this time.” 
Just look at what God has done as we have been willing to leap in faith.  When we hired 
our discipleship coordinator, we wondered how we could afford it, and yet our bills 
have been paid “just” in full, not much more, not much less. 
When we began the Elevation service on Saturday nights we wondered if it “would fly.”  
Over the last number of months we have had just about as many people present as we 
have had seats available…not too many more, not too many less. 
Last year when we ventured through the 40 Days of purpose and the launch of our 
small group emphasis we wondered if new small groups would begin and then con-
tinue.  For the most part, we have had as many new small groups begin and continue 
today as we have had people willing to lead them…not too many more, not too many 
less. 
Do we see a pattern here?  Absolutely!  It is as if God keeps showing us that God will 
meet us as far as we are willing to jump in faith!  Not moving beyond us, and not leav-
ing us short or empty!  But meeting us as far as faith is lived into! 
I don’t know about you, but I have found this to be remarkable!!!  And I hope it encour-
ages us for whatever comes next!  For the nature of the God we serve, the call of Christ, 
is to always move in faith to the next step or leap. 
One of our next leaps will be coming in the Fall of this year as we move into the 20/20 
Vision Initiative.  Such an initiative can seem overwhelming, even scary as we seek to 
make Second Avenue UMC the best possible mission center in Altoona.  Looking to up-
date the facility for 2009 and beyond with proper air conditioning, handicap accessibil-
ity, proper electrical wiring, a proper welcoming area, and everything else that we have 
been discussing in recent months can cause us to doubt when we consider the cost fac-
tor.  HOWEVER, whenever those moments of doubt hit us, let us pause and look back 

Pastor ’s Message Cont... 
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at God’s faithfulness here at Second Avenue.  Let us remember that EVERY time we 
have jumped in faith, God has met us right where we were---not too far beyond us and 
not too short before us.  It is quite remarkable when we really look at it! 
Let us have every confidence that IF we move in faith and do everything that we hu-
manly can on our end (giving sacrificially, praying, remaining unified, living in commit-
ment together), the Lord WILL meet us where we are at and provide what is needed.  
God has revealed this over and over and over.  Let us recognize it, celebrate it, give 
thanks for it, and most importantly, LIVE into it! 
It is an amazing time to be a part of God’s kingdom.  To think that the Lord would call 
us for such a time as this!  Let us pray, pray, and pray some more as we prepare to leap 
in faith---knowing that when we land the Lord will be right there waiting!  Just as He 
has EVERY time God’s people have moved in faith! 
Leaping with you in Christ, 
Pastor Matt 

 

Pastor ’s Message Cont... 

RUNNING FOR THE ROCK!!! 
Do you wish you could help out more at the ROCK but just do not have the time on Wednesdays to 
come and be with the kids?  Do you wish you had more ways to  support the ROCK even when you 
cannot be there?  Well now there is another way! 
This May, on May 3rd to be exact, a number of Second Avenue UMC individuals will be running in 
the Pittsburgh Marathon and half marathon.  In case you are not sure, a marathon is 26.2 miles 
(which means the half marathon is 13.1 miles)!1  These individuals will be running on behalf of the 
ROCK program to help raise funds for this vital ministry.  Here is where you come in, should you 
wish to support any or all of these runners, sponsorship money can be given to THE ROCK.  You 
can support the runners with one lump sum, or so much per mile.  This is an easy and fun way 
(except for the runners!!!!) to help contribute to a vital program in the area. The runners this year will 
be:       

     For the Full marathon:     For the Half Marathon:             For a relay team in the Marathon 
 Pastor Matt          Jennifer Lake          Tiffany Stuckey 
       Matt Lindsey            
Please help the runners as they try to help, and RUN, for the ROCK! 
Sponsorship forms can be found at the church, OR simply send a check made payable to THE 
ROCK to the church and indicate Marathon Support/Runner Name in the memo.  Thanks for help-
ing to make a difference in the lives of kids in the community! 
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Recently I watched an intriguing DVD called “No Plan B”, which discusses God’s plan to 
restore the world using the church as his tool.  When we think through this concept 
carefully we discover that we are God’s plan A for accomplishing his work, and there is 
no other option, no plan B.  It is an honor that God would trust us with his work.  On the 
other hand the thought is heavy with responsibility.  If we don’t do it, who will?  What if 
we fail?  Every time we are open to God’s leading to serve we are fulfilling plan A.  Con-
sider opening yourself up to be the tool that God will use for his glory.  Thank you to all 
of you who are living into God’s plan and serving with all your might.  You are truly 
bringing restoration to your part of the world.  Be plan A!   

Some needs at Second Avenue that you can fill: 

Small group/Spiritual Growth Opportunity Leaders  
Nursery servants for Elevation Saturday evenings 
Nursery servants for Sunday mornings  
Junior church teachers and helpers 
Powerpoint  
Counters  
Helpers to set up and clean up food for Elevation  
Providing food for Elevation  
Servants to help organize the Block Party 

Talk to me if you are interested in being part of the plan!   
Peace, Jen Harry 
 

R.O.C.K. 
(Reaching Out to Community Kids) 

The last R.O.C.K. for the 2008/09 school year will be May 13th. 

 

 

 

Kangaroo Klub Mentors: 

Please continue to keep your Kangaroo Kid in your thoughts and prayers during the 
summer months. Also, continue to send them notes/cards of encouragement and love. 
THEY NEED YOU!!!! In Sept. remind them of the R.O.C.K. program and encourage 
them to attend. 

Misc. Announcements: 

one day trip to State College: Celtic Woman Concert at the Bryce Jordan Center 
in State College on Tuesday - June 23    $71.00/pp   For reservations call or see 
Jim Daski 944-2435, Payment due by May 15th 

Gretchen and Jim Kennedy will host a mothers day thank-you on Mother’s Day 
May 10th,  for all mothers and daughters between the 8:15  and the 10:45 service. 
Please take a moment to  stop by the Elevation room and have some light refresh-
ments and punch or coffee as we honor you.  

2nd Ave. will be hosting a couples movie night on Friday, May 29th.    We will 
be showing the movie, "Fireproof."  This is a great movie demonstrating biblical 
principles of marriage.  Whether you're newly married or in your golden years, in 
a strong marriage or going through a rocky time, this movie will touch your life 
and your relationship.  Admission is free.  Appetizers and snacks will be served 
at 6:30 and the movie will start at 7:00.  Childcare will be available for children up 
to age 8.  Tell your friends and neighbors, all are welcome!  Space is limited, so 
please contact the church office to sign up. 
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER:  

“All that is in you, all that you 
have, is only loaned to you. 
Make use of it according to the 
will of Him that lends it—never 
regard it, for a moment, as 
your own”  
Many people worship their 
possessions and they think 
those things will go with them 
when they leave this life , but 
we know better. When you sur-
render to the Lord, you change 
your thinking pattern and 
know they are loaned to you.  
We are to sue our possessions 
for good and in the will of our 
God. We own nothing and take 

nothing with us when we are 
called. Let us think about 
how we feel about our pos-
sessions. 
Pray, 
Erdean 

Prayer: 

Lord, let me be a person who counts his/her blessings, 
and let me be Your faithful servant as I give praise to 
the Giver of all things good.  You have richly blessed my 
life, Lord. Let me, in turn, be a blessing to all those who 
cross my path, and may the glory be Yours forever. 

                                                                                             Amen 
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 Many thanks for the cards, 
calls, and all the small things 
you’ve done during my recent 
hospitalization. Everything is 
appreciated so very much. 
Betty Lenson 

Sr. Highlight: 
Florence Points 

Florence was born April 19, 1922. She had 7 brothers 
and sisters, she was the oldest child.  In the summer 
they went to Port Matilda to their cabin. Florence 
lived in Altoona on Howard Avenue until she mar-
ried Ralph P., who passed away March 3rd, 1988, 
and moved to Fairview. She now resides at Hill-
view where she was Resident of the Month in 

 February. 

Florence was a stay at home mom. She has two 
children. Ronald is the oldest and Marian is 5 years 
younger. When she was at home Florence loved to 
bake and all the neighbors wanted her to bake for 
them. Florence also loved to sew and crochet. She 

once had a cat named Garfield. 

Florence loved going to family reunions each sum-
mer at the cabin in Port Matilda. She enjoys get-

ting cards and visits. 

Thank you so much for all your 
prayers, cards, calls, visits, and 
flowers during my recent stay in 
the nursing home.  
The meals and goodies I received 
after I got home were also greatly 
appreciated. A special thanks to 
Pastor Matt and Cindy lamb for 
being there for me and for check-
ing on Jim. 
Thank you and God bless, 
Betty Fedesco 

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call 
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15th of each 

I wish to extend my heartfelt appre-
ciation for the beautiful cards, the 
calls, and to Rev. Matt, Cindy Lamb 
and Shirley Trindel's visits during my 
recent hospital stay. It's uplifting to 
have the church family be so kind 
and thoughtful during a time of ill-
ness. 
Love and God Bless, Debbie Fisher 

 

To the family and friends of Vickie Axon whose 
sister, Sandra Jean Forney-Keith died Friday, 
March 6, 2009 
The Bickel family whose brother-in-law/Uncle, 
Richard E. “Dick” Bickel died on Tuesday, April 
7, 2009. 
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MayMayMayMay    
BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!    

1 Jodi Faye Rice 

4 Paul Brubaker 

5 Amy Allen 
     James R. Kennedy 
     Joyce Aikens 

6 Makayla Koelle 
     Clesta Slogenhop 

7 James Noye Sr. 

8 Jane White 

9 Kathy Kowalski 
     Anna Mae Dobson 

10 Danielle Ross 
     Lucinda Lamb 

11 Kitty Sell 
     Christine Hopkins 
 

13 Karen Trout 

14 Jackie Ross 
     Audrey Hampton 

15 Ethel Davey 
     Brittany Koelle 

16 Tim Peterson 

18 Jean Tyack 
     Steve Ross 

19 Tiffany Stuckey 

20  Bonnie Irwin 
      Larry Koelle 
      Barbara Oswald 

21 Charles Mingle 

23 Rachel Ferguson 
     Joshua Lake 

 
 

 3    Jim & Gretchen Kennedy 
18  Becky & Steve Ross 
22  Gene & Jackie Ross 
25  Lisa & William Hann 
28  Sharon & Randy Lang 
31  Cathy & Dave Nearhoof 

25  Debboe Itesch 

27 Becky Rice 
     Pam Conrad 
     Doris Brennecke 
     Ben Miller 
     Tabitha Becker 

31  Debbie Young 

Many Thanks to Cindy Lamb for 
her help with the altar in March 
and to Dottie Hileman for April. 

Many thanks to the women of Sharon Lang’s Mon-
day night Bible Study and Denise Boyer and the 
youth for their work at the Sr. Luncheon. The ta-
bles, the food and desserts, and for making sure eve-
rything was cleaned up and back in order when they 
were through. 
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COUNTERS:   
Dana & Helen Weller, Edie Weible 

SOUND: 

Elevation: 
05/02  Marshal Straight  
05/09   Pat Hopkins  
05/16   Chrissy Cotter 
05/23   Scott Thompson 
05/30   Marshal Straight 

 Sunday Worship: 

05/03   Wade Koelle 
05/10   Pat Hopkins 
05/17    Chrissy Cotter 
05/23    Curtis Davidhizar 
05/31    Wade Koelle 

NURSERY (Elevation): 

05/02  Jim Kennedy 
  Gretchen Kennedy  
05/09  Christine Hopkins 
   Tabitha Becker 
05/16   Bette Fischer 
              Donna Lysinger 
05/23   Bonita Thompson  
   Nicole Hileman 
05/30  Christine Hopkins 
  Tabitha Becker 

GREETERS: 

8:15am:  tba 
 
10:45am: 
Jean Tyack 
Bob & Dee Perkins 

POWER POINT: 

Elevation: 

05/02   Rachel Ferguson 
05/09   Justin Trostle 
05/16    tba 
05/23   Andrew Bollinger 
05/30   Rachel Ferguson 

10:45am: 

05/03   Rachel Ferguson 
05/10   Justin Trostle 
05/17    Daniel Wilt 
05/24   Don Rice 
05/31   Rachel Ferguson 

MINI CHURCH 
05/03   Danielle Mattern, Brooke McChessney 
05/10    Priscilla Heidler, Amber Rhodes 
05/17    Rachel Ferguson, Mary Ann Cook 
05/24    Karen George, tba 
05/31    Danielle Mattern, Brooke McChessney 

JR. CHURCH 

05/03    Sherri Koelle, Donna Lysinger  
05/10    Gina Barefoot, tba 
05/17     tba 
05/24    Lisa Hann, Katie  Hann 
05/31     Sherri Koelle, Donna Lysinger 

READERS: (8:15am) 

05/03    Harriet Koelle 
05/10    Donna Porter 
05/17     Lory Morgan 
05/24    Sharon Lang 
05/31    Sue Fochler 

NURSERY (10:45am): 

05/03:  Marian Rice 
               Daniel Wilt 
    Jen Fochler 
               Jes Simonis 
05/10:   Sue Fochler 
               Chrissy Cotter 
               David Bickel 
05/17:   Terry Koelle 
               Bonita Thompson  
              Kirsten Davidhizar 
05/24:  Sherri Hileman 
               Jen DeBlois 
              Helen Weller 
05/31:   Marian Rice 
               Daniel Wilt 
    Jen Fochler 
               Jes Simonis 

Serving in MayServing in MayServing in MayServing in May    

Acolytes: 

05/03   Holly Covert 
05/10    Brooke McChessney 
05/17    Kate Hann  
05/24   Taylor Kennedy 
05/31   David Bickel 
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Upcoming Events: 

Wed. Bible Study – Every Wed.  10am 
Youth - Every Sunday at 6pm 
R.O.C.K.– Last R.O.C.K. May 13 
Pitts. Marathon—May 3 
Hope Chest Giveaway—May 9 
Love Feast—May 23 
Movie Night— May 29 

More information on these and other events 
throughout this month’s Scroll 

 
ALL cookbooks are in!  

These will make wonderful Mother’s Day 
gifts and can be purchased TODAY! Stop 

by the office anytime Monday through 
Friday 8am-1pm while supplies last.  

Sign up sheets have been placed in the sanctuary for the  2009 Mission Dates: 
June 22-26  in Altoona, and   July 18-25  in Indiana.  Please sign up now orsee 
Pastor Matt if you are interested in participating in either of these mission opportu-
nities. 

Vacation Bible School is quickly approaching. There will be an organizational 
meeting on Tuesday, May 5th at 7pm for anyone interested in helping this year. 

We have begun cleaning out several areas of the church and placing items on the 
stage in the social hall. Please take a moment to look through the items that have 
been placed there. If you see something that you feel needs to stay, please contact 
Danny Billetter or place a note on it as to where it needs to be and what it will be 
used for. Please do this no later than May 5th  Thanks for your help! 

Hope Chest children's clothing ministry will be holding another clothing giveaway 
on Saturday, May 9th.  If you know of anyone in need, please pass the word 
along.  We are still seeking donations of new or gently used children's/teen cloth-
ing.  Also, if you are interested in helping sort clothing or serve our customers the 
day of the giveaway, please contact Danielle Mattern 693-1155 or Christine Hopkins 
at 940-8868. 

Second Avenue’s Community Restoration Project will team up with our partners at 
Bethany Lutheran for what they are calling Join Hands Day where we will join to-
gether to clean up the neighborhood. Our host, Bethany Lutheran will provide 
lunch in their social hall for all who wish to volunteer their time. Contact Danny Bil-
letter at 502-3676 for more details. 
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Altoona District Mission Central HUB News: 

Great Food For All! 

The Altoona Mission Central HUB will hold monthly food distributions.  Top quality 
food at a greatly discounted price. There are no income guidelines to meet to partici-
pate. The program offers a variety of “Boxes” of food each month. The big box con-
tains from $60 to $80 worth of food for a fixed price of $30. Next order dates are 
May 2nd, 9-11am and May 4th 1-3pm. Cash, money orders, Visa, MC, or Access 
(EBT Card0 can be accepted for payment. Food pick up is convenient and hassle 
free. The HUB is located at 1738 N. Branch Ave., (adjacent to the Driver’s License 
Center).  Visit www.greatfoodforall.com.  

Altoona District Mission Central HUB will celebrate two years of service on Sunday, 
May 3, 2009 at 3pm. We will also dedicate our new facility and recognize all those 
who have made our ministry possible. Come enjoy music, a tour of the facility 
(located at 1738 N. Branch Avenue, Altoona), and hear what has been accomplished 
in the two years of our ministry. Refreshements will be served and we may have a 
visit from “Lucy Layette”! 
Please R.S.V.P to Barbara Glass at bglasspa1@atlanticbb.net or Beth Teeter at 
free2b1248@aol.com. 
Bring along an item to donate! You can choose from the items listed below: 
• Spiral notebooks—70 sheets each or loose notebook paper 
• Sleepers 
• Blunt Scissors 
• Handi-wipes 
• Garbage Bags 
• Metal Nail Files 
• Combs 
• Twin Flat Sheets 
• Monetary donations 

 

GARAGE SALE 
Friday, June 12 7am-3pm 

Saturday, June 13 7am-noon 

Volunteers needed to sort and price. If interested, contact the HUB at 201-2123 or 
Donna Fruth at 695-6236. Proceeds benefit Mission Central HUB a ministry of the 
United Methodist Church. 

 

• Summer Community Rest. 
• Unity In Spirit 
• Godly provision 
• Growth of small groups 
• A heart to invite others    
       to know Christ 
• Both mission weeks 
• Trusting each other 
• Staff of the Church 
• A heart for Stewardship 
• Transformational focus 
• Trusting each other 

                                                                                    PRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGE     

Please be in prayer for: 

• For the Lord to be pleased & 
glorified at Second Ave. UMC 

• New Life 
• A Faith-In-Christ Explosion 
• Prayer for the success of the 

20/20 vision project 
• Hearts  & Willingness for 

Prayer 
• Movement of God’s Holy 

Spirit 
• People desiring to serve & use 

God-given gifts 

• Growth in seekers 
and believers 

• Removal of barriers 
to new life and 
spiritual  growth 

• Experience of God’s 
Love  

Few things are as important as prayer 
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Year of Prayer! 
Please consider signing up for one of the following dates for prayer. When you come to 
the church to pray, feel free to pray wherever and however you’d like. If you would like a 
list of prayer points, they are located right inside the Ad Council room off the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact Jen Harry if you have any questions. Thank you for taking prayer se-
riously! Listed are the dates still available for May. 
May:  2, 3, 9, 13, 15, 17, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 29, 30, 31 

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 

Valley View: Mary Coldwell, Margie Grove 
Bellemeade Manor:  Cora Biddle, and Audrey Hampton 
Hillview Nursing Home:  Florence Points 
Lutheran Home: Dorothy Edmundson,  Dorothy Brooks,  
Hollidaysburg Veterans Home:  Jim Fedesco 
Altoona Center For Nursing Care: Helen Faust, Barbara Allison 
Winds At Mattern Orchard:  Mary Bakoss 
At Home: Gloria Jackson, Dorothy Liebegott, Pat Pavlic, Betty Fedesco, Clesta Slogen-
hop, Edna VanZandt, Anna Mae Dobson, Pauline Bollinger, and Isabel Woomer 
Healthsouth Rehab: Vivian Irvin, Betty Lenson 
Out of Town Concerns:  Sharon Rhoads, Him Hoover, Betty Meyer, Bill Foster 



Balance End of February       
$22,696.48 

Total receipts for  March        $25,221.14 

Total disbursements March    $29,802.24 

Balance End of March           $18,371.49  
A complete breakdown of this report is 
available by request.  
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Trea
surer

’s Re
port:

 

WEEKLY OFFERING 

03/29                 $3,647.77 
04/05                 $5,910.60 
04/12                 $8,195.75 
04/19         $4,871.25 
04/26                 $5,359.48 

WORSHIP 

03/29                 321      
04/05                     365 
04/12                     492            
04/19                     372 
04/29      343 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

03/29                        81 
04/05                        86 
04/12  Easter No SS                      
04/19       64 
04/26                       69 

 

March items needed: toilet 
tissue, bars of soap, and all non
-perishables. 
Please continue to remember 
those in need especially in these 
difficult times. All items can be 
placed in the foyer area in the 
box by the windows. 
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!! 

FUNDRAISERS 
Cell Phone Drive:  Please continue to donate 
your inactive cell phones with their batteries 
(No chargers or accessories needed). 100% of 
the proceeds go directly to the church. 

ATTENDANCE 

SMALL GROUPS 

80 for the month  

MEETING REMINDERS: 

Tues. May 5th—VBS meeting 

Tues. May 12th—Administrative  Council 
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Welcome:Welcome:Welcome:Welcome:    
On Easter Sunday, 4-12-09 we joined together to celebrate new life through mem-
bership, baptism, and confirmation with the following people. Please join us in wel-
coming them to our church family: 

Through Membership:   Through Baptism:  Through Confirmation: 
        Jim Balliet         Jennifer (Jenna) Balliet           Holly Covert 
      Janice Calvin                  Tiffany Koelle                      Tiffany Koelle 
      Amy Ferguson                              Samantha Stewart            Aaron Smith 
      Karen George        Steve Stewart          Kaitlynn Staley 
     Lawrence Koelle     
     Robert Koelle Sr. 
         Sean Neal 
        Bob Perkins 
     Deborah Phelps 
      Amber Rhodes 
   Deb & Jim Shawley 
       Diane Smith 
 Becky & Steve Stewart 
       Justin Trostle 
    Traci Wombacher 
 

A Special Thanks!A Special Thanks!A Special Thanks!A Special Thanks!    
I am sure I express the thoughts of everyone who attended the luncheon for those 
over 60 years old on Saturday, April 25th, when I say thank you very much it was 
lovely. 
It was hosted by the Monday night Bible Study group and served by the Second Ave. 
youth group. 
The tables were each decorated with a different motif. Food was Swiss steak and 
gravy, potatoes, green beans, fruit cup, and many different desserts.   
The decorations were lovely and we enjoyed looking at the many pictures of past 
years. We were treated with lovely piano music. 
It was wonderful seeing some of our shut-in members who came in wheel chairs and 
walkers. Many thanks to all who gave us a memorable day! 
Nellie Zeiders 



              

We’re On the Web! 

www.2ndaveumc.org 

Transformation through REACHING SEEK-
ERS, BUILDING BELIEVERS IN CHRIST! 
This is our vision and goal at Second Avenue 
United Methodist Church. Our hope is to see 
people grow closer to Christ through Dynamic 
Worship, Faithful Living, and Creating Commu-
nity. We believe that lives are changed, chal-
lenged, and transformed through the powerful 
love of Jesus Christ and hope to share that love 
through intentional relationships in our worship, 
in our living, and in our community. We are a 
growing and vibrant congregation ministering to 
infants, youth, families, and seniors. We seek to 
reach everyone with the love of Christ through 
both traditional worship and contemporary wor-
ship (including a praise team, drama team, and 
dance team). We would love to grow and experi-
ence transformational life with you! 

On behalf of Family Services Inc., thank you for your belief that building healthier re-
lationships is the foundation or creating healthier communities. During our 80 year 
history, this agency has adapted its services for those who need a helping hand. 
Because of you—Family Services Inc. added the fourth shelter under the agency’s um-
brella. As we write this letter, we have assumed responsibility for the Emergency Shel-
ter Project. The addition of this shelter, along with the Domestic Abuse Shelter, Run-
away and Homeless Youth Shelter and Men’s Shelter is another example of providing 
support when life demands more than a family can handle alone.  
Because of you—Family Services Inc. is able to focus on building healthier relation-
ships for creating healthier communities. Blair County is a great place to live and what 
makes it a great place is the people who live here—like you! 

Thanks again for your kindness! 
Sincerely, 
Mahlon R. Fiscel, ADSW, LSW 
Executive Director 

How Giving Is Saving Lives And Allowing Transformation To Occur: 

In Altoona Pennsylvania  

Reaching Seekers,  

Building Believers,  

In Christ 
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A Mother’s Prayer 

Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep me calm and give me patience to bear the 
small, irritating things in the daily routine of life. Give me tolerance and understand-
ing to bridge the gulf between my generation and that of my children.  
Let me not be too ready to guide my children’s stumbling feet, but allow me to be 
ever near to bind their bruises. Give me a sense of humor that I may laugh with them 
but never at them. Let me refrain from preaching with words; let me show by exam-
ple instead. 
Keep me from forcing their confidences, but give me a sympathetic ear when my 
children come to me. Make me humble. Keep my children close to me, Oh Lord, 
though miles may separate us. And let Thy light so shine upon me that they, too, will 
perceive Thy glory. Amen 
 
 

 
                                 LOVE FEAST 
                        Saturday, May 23 
          Simpson Temple 9:30am-2:30pm 
 
Volunteers are needed to prepare, serve, and clean up between 

9:30am and 2:30pm Homemade cookies are needed and can be dropped off Friday, 
May 22 at Second Avenue UMC or Saturday morning at Simpson Temple.  
This is a free meal offered to anyone in need on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays each 
month. Area churches take turns supplying the food and labor needed.  
Our Memorial Day meal will be picnic style: Potato and Macaroni salads, beans, 
chicken, and applesauce. Dessert will be cookies and ice cream.  
This is a “sit down” style meal to make our guests feel special. We greet people, the 
tables are decorated with candles and prayer cards, and we give everyone a “treat 
bag” to take home.  
We serve 100-150 people at each meal. On Saturday we take prepared food to Simp-
son Temple, set up, finish preparing, serve, clean up and return to Second Avenue 
UMC. 
We serve God by serving others. To help, call or see Jean Stevanus at 942-2742. 
 


