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I admit it, I'm an idealist.
I love to dream and to believe in what all God can do.

I think God made us to dream and to "live life to the fullest" as defined in the Gospel. I
think that God is firmly on the side of the dreamers in the Biblical story. After all it takes
a lot of dreaming to believe that: a shepherd boy named David could become the
greatest king God's people ever had, or that a baby boy born out of wedlock could be the
Messiah, or that a ragtag team of one-time betrayers could change the culture of the
world through the birth of Christianity in the book of Acts and the Roman empire. Yes,
that involves a lot of dreaming indeed.

And I believe that God still calls us to dream. Many lament the world in which we now
live, how the world is "not what it once was." Yet we as Christians have such a great
opportunity not just to react to culture, or be enveloped by culture, but to CREATE
CULTURE! We have an opportunity to change the world in which we live through local
mission, foreign mission, invitations, sharing, giving, and just responding to the
movement of God's Holy Spirit!

While we have much, much room to grow (I told you, I'm an idealist...and a bit of a
perfectionist as my wife reminds me!!!!), I also want to say to all of you that it has been
great FUN to dream with you all. I am so privileged to be able to live and work with you.

You, Second Avenue UMC, are taking steps to change the culture that we live in. You are
attempting to reach out and to change lives. You are engaging in life together in new
ways such as through the 40 Days of Purpose and entering into small groups. You
continue to engage in holy experiments on the "off-chance" they may work for even
awhile, such as with Elevation. You are even willing to try new things even if they may
not be your "personal favorites" but realizing they may help others. And as you have
responded faithfully to Christ, we have seen amazing growth, lives transformed, and our
community improved (in the last number of years we have seen the church size double
in those attending worship, numerous people engage in Discipleship study and small
groups, and the ROCK and community transformation ministries reach new levels).

I hope that you will continue to dream, continue to aspire, and continue to pursue Christ
zealously. I truly believe that you we have only just BEGUN to realize the impact that we
can have in culture and the culture that we can CREATE (I told you, I'm an idealist!)! I
encourage you to dream big dreams and jump where God points and see what happens!

As the 40 Days of Purpose conclude at the end of this month I hope they will launch us
into an unprecedented time of growth, depth, and transformation in Christ. What an
exciting time to be alive! And to live in faith in Jesus Christ! And to dream!

Cont…



COMMUNITY RESTORATION
Now that the R.O.C.K. is coming to a
close, it is time to turn our focus towards
our Community Restoration Project.
How and what can we do to help improve
the quality of life for our neighbors and
begin to build relationships with them.
The project will have a slightly different
appearance this year. Fewer projects are
going to be taken on. Fewer Saturdays to
commit to. Our goal is to take one
Saturday each month of the summer and
work as a congregation on a project
directly related to our congregation. We
will be partnering with Bethany Lutheran
again this summer and also provide help
to their congregation throughout the
summer.
Contact with other churches and local
groups is also being made trying to find a
way to broaden our efforts throughout the
city. We will work with Operation Our
Town and the City of Altoona in reaching
out and sharing God’s love where it is
needed most. While volunteers from our
congregation are encouraged to join us
here, I am certain that both aspects of our
project will succeed.
I am aware of the demands on all of your
time. The summer is a great time to spend
enjoying the good weather with one’s
family. Lots to do and only a few months
to cram it all into. I ask that you please
consider setting aside two or three
Saturdays to join us.  We always have a
good time and it is a wonderful way to
just show “love”.
Watch for more details on what and when
throughout May and into early June. Let
me know if you have any projects we can
help you with or if you know someone
who needs our help.
Thanks, Danny Billetter

Pastor’s Message Cont…
Remember, God has called YOU here for
JUST SUCH A TIME AS THIS! IT is no
accident that you are living in faith (or
supporting in faith) at Second Avenue
UMC in 2008 in the city of Altoona, PA.
Let us grasp the vision of
TRANSFORMATION in God's purposes for
us as we continue to REACH SEEKERS
and BUILD BELIEVERS IN
CHRIST!

It is a joy to walk in faith and dream with
you all...

In Christ,

Pastor Matt

Sunday, May 11, 2008

We wish you a very happy
Mother's Day, with love and
thanks for all you've done!
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Beginning Monday, June 9th church
office hours will be 7am till 1pm,
Monday through Friday.

Kangaroo Klub Mentors

Please continue to pray for, send
cards of encouragement, and maybe small
gifts to your kid until October. At the end
of the summer remind and encourage
your kid to return to the R.O.C.K.
program in mid-September.

Thank you for making a difference
in a kid’s life. You are truly doing what
Jesus asks us to do, “Welcoming a child in
His name.”

Vacation Bible School will be held July
14th –18th  from 6:00pm to 8:30pm.  We
will be having a BEACH PARTY this
year.  If you are willing to help out this
year please contact Kathy Bickel at 941-
2683.  Look for more information to come
in June.

Summer camp 2008 information is here!
Stop by the office and check it out.

Saturday, May 24th

9:30am – 3pm
2212 6th Avenue

Volunteers are needed to prepare, serve,
and clean up between 9:30am and 3Pm.
Homemade cookies are needed and can
be dropped off Friday at Second Avenue
UMC or Saturday morning at Simpson
Temple.
Simpson Temple started this program
about  12 years ago. A free meal is offered
to anyone in need on the 2nd and 4th

Saturday of each month. Area churches
take turns supplying the food and labor
needed. Our Memorial Day meal will be
picnic style: potato and macaroni salad,
beans, chicken, and applesauce. Dessert
will be ice cream and cookies. This is a
“sit down” style meal to make our guests
feel special. We greet people, the tables
are decorated with candles and prayer
cards, and we give everyone a take home
gift bag (fruit, crackers, cookies and a
bookmark). We serve 80-115 guests at
each meal.
On Saturday, we take prepared food to
Simpson Temple, set up, finish preparing,
serve, clean up, and return to Second Ave.
church. We serve God by serving others.
To help, call or see Jean Stevanus 942-
2742.

Summer camp 2008 information is here!
Stop by the office and check it out.
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Upcoming Events:
Tuesday Small Groups – May 6, 13, 20, 27
Wed. Bible Study -  May 7,14, 21, 28
Sr. Bingo – May 15
Community Rest. – May 17
Sr. Fellowship – May 22
Love Feast – May 24



Second Avenue is blessed to have the youth that we do. During one of our youth nights
in April it was quite disturbing to find out an alarming statistic. We were discussing
bullying, in light of the YouTube video that was released with a bunch of girls jumping
another girl. The disturbing statistic was that at least 90 percent of the kids that were
at youth the night we discussed bullying have fallen victim to bullying at school. Psalm
139 reminds us that God’s thoughts about each one of us are precious and
innumerable, and that He never leaves us. I would like to ask you as a congregation
member to hold these youth up in prayer. Lets band together and blanket our kids in
prayer so much that Satan will not be able to infiltrate their hearts and mind with such
spiritual warfare. Pray that they would know and find comfort in the ultimate
Shepherd that Psalm 23 tells us about.

*************************************************** *************************

Stewardship Sunday

If you were not here on April 6th and would like to increase your weekly giving please feel free
to fill out the card below and put in an envelope with Edie Weible’s name on it.  You can place
it in the offering plate or give to Jessie in the office.
Finance Committee

REACHING SEEKERS/BUILDING BELIEVERS
GIVING COVENANT

My current monthly giving is_________________
A covenant to increase my MONTHLY  giving by: ______$10 ______$25

            ______$50      ______$100
            _________Other (Please Specify)

For a total of $__________per MONTH .

Name____________________________________________

*Note:  The information on our covenant card remains a confidential covenant between you
and God.  Only the person who counts up all the cards will have any access to the amount you
prayerfully decide upon, and that amount will not be shared with anyone else.
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        The R.O.C.K.
          (Reaching Out to Community Kids)

May is here and the 2007-2008 R.O.C.K. year is coming to a halt. Our last
gathering will be Wednesday, May 14th. It has been a challenging and exciting year.
Difficult at times but without a doubt a rewarding and successful experience.

Nothing can be said or written about the R.O.C.K. without first acknowledging
the compassion and determination of all the volunteers. They are the heart and soul of
what happens here Wednesday evenings. When I first started to come around the
R.O.C.K. program, the biggest impression let on me was how committed the volunteers
were. I knew right away that this was a group I wanted to be around. I have made many
bad decisions in my life but being involved with these people was clearly one of my
best.

One of the most amazing things about our program is the support we get from
people who are not actually involved in the operation of the R.O.C.K. I am humbled by
the support given by everyone. Your prayers and encouragement are as valued as any
financial or logistical support we receive. Thank you.

I would like to take a moment and personally thank Lisa Hann and Jessie
Covert. Lisa has been a guiding and calming influence on me from the very beginning.
Her knowledge and patience mean the world to me. A huge, if unseen, factor in our
success. And Jessie for all her help in preparing grants and writing letters and such.
Both Lisa’s and Jessie’s efforts are appreciated.

I will start thinking, planning, and praying for the 2008-2009 year. Please feel
free to offer any suggestions or ideas. Please keep all the R.O.C.K. kids and volunteers
in your prayers.

Thank You,
Danny Billetter, R.O.C.K. Director
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WE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVE
THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.!!!!!!!!

May R.O.C.K. Dates:

May 7th
May 14th
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We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15th of each
month. Thanks!

Many thanks to Mary Ann Cook, the R.O.C.K. children, and
leaders, for the creation of Easter cards for the church’s shut-ins!
The people who received them were just amazed at these lovely
cards. They were really tickled to receive them. Thanks again for
your time and effort.

And also a huge thanks to the Junior Church kids and
leaders for the blanket they made for Cora Biddle. She was
just thrilled by your gift  along with the candy and cards.
Cindy Lamb, Visitation Team

We wish to extend our sympathy to the family and
friends of Steve Hazenstab on the passing of his father,
John J. Hazenstab Sr. on Sunday, March 23, 2008.

The family and friends of Sharon Trankulov and
Sabrina Mielnik on the passing of Sharon’s mother,
Lucille Dent on Friday, March 21, 2008.

To Roy and Jeanette Yingling on the passing of Roy’s
father, Roy H. Yingling, on Friday, April 11, 2008.

And also to Shirley Trindel on the passing of her aunt,
Kathleen Sheetz on Tuesday, April 15, 2008.

To Karen Hughes for
the nice job on altar for
the month of April.

Gretchen & Jim

Thank you to everyone who
helped with the spaghetti
dinner at Bishop Guilfoyle and
to those who provided desserts.
Your generosity is appreciated
by many!
Danny B., R.O.C.K. Director

We would like to thank everyone for their
work in preparing the funeral luncheon
for Roy Yingling Sr. Everything was so
very nice and your kindness at this
difficult time is much appreciated.
Roy and Jeanette Yingling

Dear Church Friends,
     Once again, I am
overwhelmed with all the
prayers, cards and well
wishes concerning my recent
surgery. Many thanks to each
one of you for thinking of me.
It is a blessing to be a part of
such a caring group of
people. A heart felt thank you
and God bless.
Evelyn Kling

A huge thanks for
a job well done to Jim and

Gretchen Kennedy and Altar
Committee helpers for their
work on the decorations for
Holy week and Resurrection

Sunday.

A big thank you to everyone who
donated baby food jars, Popsicle
sticks, and material to the Beginners
Class projects. We no longer need
babyfood jars, but are still in need of
Popsicle sticks. Thank you so much!
Karen Hughes



THOUGHTS TO PONDER

As I sit at the kitchen table, I am
looking at the moon shining brightly. I
also see the sunset with all the lovely
colors. Makes for a beautiful twilight
hour and many beautiful thoughts.

I think how silent the moon is at
all times but how much light it gives us.
I think we should be somewhat like the
moon, talk less and shine more. Our
light will shine into others lives if we
have the right relationship with our
Lord.

Did you ever think about this
when you looked at the moon? Think
deep about this thought and possibly
that shine will come to you and your
light will connect brightly.
Erdean

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5: 16

Each year we like to acknowledge those
who will be graduating from any type of
school or college. Please call the office at
943-2072 if you know of anyone who is
graduating this year.
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The Rev. Max McClelland Houser

Rev. Houser died Thursday, April 10, 2008
at Mountain Laurel Nursing Rehabilitation
Center, Clearfield.
He was born Nov. 22, 1913, at East Salem,
he was a son of the Rev. Mitchell Martin
Houser and Letty Pearl (Knepp) Houser.
Rev. Houser was a graduate of Monessen
High School, and received a Bachelor of the
Arts degree from the University of Dayton
Ohio, and a Master of Divinity from United
Theological Seminary.
Rev. Houser served the following churches:
Durbin-Bath Presbyterian Churches at
Ohio 1938-40, Garden Heights United
Brethren Church, Altoona 1940-45, the
former Second Avenue Evangelical United
Brethren Church 1945-61, the First United
Methodist Church, Johnstown, 1967-74.
He was a member of the Western PA
Conference of the United Methodist
Church and formerly served as secretary of
the former Allegheny Conference of the
Evangelical United Brethren Church. Rev.
Houser was elected as delegate to that
general conference and served on
numerous boards of the denomination.  He
taught at Bellwood Antis High School from
1944-45 and served as Protestant chaplain
of the former VA Hospital, Altoona from
1949-61, and was executive director of the
PA Council on Alcohol Problems from 1974
until his retirement in 1979.
Rev. Houser was a calligrapher, having
studied at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh
and was known professionally as “Houser
Originals.”
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COUNTERS:

To Be Announced

SOUND:

Wednesday practice:
05/07   Chrissy Cotter
05/14    Pat Hopkins
05/21    Scott Thompson
05/28   Curtis Davidhizar

Elevation:
05/03   Marshall Strait
05/10   Pat Hopkins
05/17   Chrissy Cotter
05/24   Scott Thompson
05/31   Marshall Strait

Sunday Worship:
05/04   Wade Koelle
05/11   Pat Hopkins
05/18   Chrissy Cotter
05/25   Scott Thompson

NURSERY (Elevation):

05/03   TBA

05/10   Jim Kennedy
  Gretchen Kennedy

05/17   Christine Hopkins
  Bette Fisher

05/24   Jennifer Lake
  Donna Lysinger

05/31    TBA

GREETERS:
8:15am:
Jack & Patty Ingham
Bonnie Irwin

10:45am:
Gordon & Jane White
Betty Stacey

POWER POINT:

Elevation:
05/03   Curtis Davidhizar
05/10    Brian Koelle
05/17    Daniel Wilt
05/24   Jennifer Jones
05/31    Rachel Ferguson

 10:45am:

05/04  Chris DeAntonio
05/11   Brian Koelle
05/18   Daniel Wilt
05/25   Curtis Davidhizar

JR. CHURCH:

05/04: NO JR. CHURCH
05/11:  Lisa Hann
05/18: Sherri Hileman
05/25: Gina Barefoot

READERS: (8:15am)

05/04  Kathy Bickel
05/11  Harriet Koelle
05/18  Sharon Lang
05/25  Roger Morgan

NURSERY (10:45am):

05/04: Daniel Wilt
              Tabatha Becker
            Jennifer Fochler

  Helen Weller

05/11:   Danielle Matter
  Christine Hopkins
   Terry Koelle
   Jennifer Lake

05/18:  Sue Fochler
  Marian Rice
  Kirsten Davidhizar
   Jenn Dublois

05/25:  Chrissy Cotter
  Jes Simonis
  Danielle Yingling
   Alan Tyack



MAY BIRTHDAYS!!
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1 Jodi Faye Rice
4 Paul Brubaker
5 Amy Allen

James R. Kennedy
Joyce Aikens

6 Makayla Koelle
Clesta Slogenhop

7 James Noye Sr.
8 Jane White
9 Kathy Kowalski

Anna Mae Dobson
10 Danielle Ross

Lucinda Lamb
11 Kitty Sell

Christine Hopkins
13      Karen Trout
14      Jackie Ross

Audrey Hampton

3 Jim & Gretchen Kennedy
18 Becky & Steve Ross
22 Gene & Jackie Ross
25 Lisa & William Hann
28 Sharon & Randy Lang
31 Cathy & David Nearhoof

15 Ethel Davey
Brittany Koelle

16 Tim Peterson
18 Jean Tyack

Steve Ross
20      Bonnie Irwin
                                        Barbara Oswald
21      Charles Mingle
23      Rachel Ferguson
                                        Joshua Lake
25      Debbie Utesch
27      Becky Rice

     Pam Conrad
     Doris Brennecke
     Ben Miller

                                        Tabitha Becker
31       Debbie Young



11

Message:Message:Message:Message:
    from the heartfrom the heartfrom the heartfrom the heart

The older I get, the more I can’t
help but be amazed at how
quickly time goes by. I mean,
here we are at the beginning of
May, and already we have shared
in the joy and excitement of the
birth of the Son of God; we have
experienced the emotions of
sadness and jubilation through his
death and resurrection; and in the
midst of all this we have begun
preparing our hearts for the
spiritual journey of our very own
40 Days, AND struggled with the
whole issue of tithing. WOW, all
that in the span of 5 months!
We all get the story of Christmas,
the miracle of the virgin birth, and
the death and resurrection that is
Easter, but do we really get this
whole notion of tithing or small
groups? The bible clearly tells us
that we are to give one tenth back
to God in the form of our tithe. It
also states not only a tenth but the
first and best of what we have
been blessed with and to do it
with a happy heart. In Malachi 3:
10 it states; Bring all the tithes
into the storehouse so there will
be enough food in my temple. If
you do “says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies”, “I will open
the windows of heaven for you. I
will pour out a blessing so great
you won’t have enough room to
take it in.” I marvel in this
scripture and how it relates to
what we are doing right here and
now at Second Avenue. Once a
year, we share the message of

tithing and challenge
ourselves to dig deeper into
our hearts and wallets. This
year was no exception, but
this year this message
directly coincided with the
beginning of our Spiritual
40 Day Journey and our
exploration into small group
living.
Let me say this, it was not
intentional that these two
significant topics happened
to fall back to back, rather
through the hand of God
guiding and leading.
So how do tithing and small
groups have anything to do
with one another? Well, it is
through our tithes that we
are able to maintain our
church building so that we
can open wide our door to
those who are seeking the
unconditional love of Jesus
Christ and one way we have
begun reaching out to those
seeking is through small
groups.

As previously stated in
Malachi, God has asked us
to put Him to the test. He
says: “Try it! Put me to
the test!” then we will see
that if we obey He will
pour out a blessing so
great we won’t have
enough room to take it in,
and that is exactly what is
happening here and now!
Our church building, as
big as it is, is overflowing
with small group
opportunities so much so
that we have overflowed
to the Koinonia House.
Like never before, this
place is full of life, full of
people searching to be fed
with God’s word. We
have the unique
opportunity to be what
God calls us to be,
disciples of Christ Jesus.
How exciting!
If you have not had the
opportunity yet to connect
with a small group, what
are you waiting for?

Cont…



If you are seeking and searching
and have questions, you are not
alone, we do too! That’s what
small groups are all about.
Groups of people searching and
sharing together the way God
intended it to be. In Romans 12:
16 we are encouraged by Paul to
live in harmony with each other
and to enjoy the company of
ordinary people. That’s what
being a part of a small group is
all about, ordinary people living,
growing, and being fed by the
word of God. It is through those
experiences that we grow as the
body of Christ.
A few years back, someone was
led to invite me to be a part of
their bible study. I have to say I
was nervous. What was this all
about? Who were these women
that I didn’t even know? Did I
really want to do this? Well
obviously I did, because those
“ordinary” women have become
an “extraordinary” part of my
life. At the time, I don’t even
think I realized I was searching,
but God did and he opened the
door to the most amazing
possibilities. The friendships
I’ve formed and the knowledge I
have gained were all through
God putting it on someone’s
heart to invite me in, and for that
I will be forever grateful.
Over the years we have shared
our joys, our sorrows, our
questions, and insights and

12

grown together in Christ. We
have blessed each other’s lives
and hopefully, been a blessing
to God. After all, that’s what
it’s all about right? Giving
back, not only in the form of
our tithes but of ourselves.
Small group life isn’t only
about receiving it’s also about
giving. Giving all of who you
are, the good and the bad, and
watching God do something
truly astounding with it!
This is an exciting time here at
Second Avenue and it is my
prayer that EVERYONE can
find a group to share your life
with. If you already have, keep
inviting, keep extending the
invitation to others to join as
well. If you haven’t become
part of a small group yet, be
open to the invitation. It could
be the beginning of the most
amazing chapter in your life!
There are more opportunities
than ever to make this happen,
or who knows start one of your
own! The possibilities are
endless, the rewards great.
For what greater reward than
to have the incredible privilege
to learn and grow in Christ!

Many blessings to you ALL,
Jes

Encourage each other, Live
in harmony and peace.
Then the God of love and
peace will be with you.

2 Corinthians 13: 11



REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

Valley View: Mary Coldwell
Bellemeade Manor:  Cora Biddle, and
Audrey Hampton
Hillview Nursing Home:  Florence
Points
Lutheran Home:   Clara Daski,
Dorothy Edmundson, and Dorothy
Brooks
Hollidaysburg Veterans Home:  Jim
Fedesco
Altoona Center For Nursing Care:
Ken Shultz, and Helen Faust, Barbara
Allison
Presbyterian Home:  Alberta Krause
and Helen Eckels
Winds At Mattern Orchard:   Zoltan
and Mary Bakoss
Bon Secour:
Healthsouth Rehab.:
At Home: Gloria Jackson, Pat Pavlic,
Dorothy Leibegott, Viola Miller, Lulu
Nash, Clesta Slogenhop, Shirley Criste,
and Isabel Woomer

Few things are as important as prayer.
We would like to include these individuals
and specific focus points that we ask you
to be in prayer for as frequently as
possible:
Prayer Points

---For 2008 to be a year of Godly
   Transformation
---A willingness to celebrate life through
     the 40 Days of Purpose
---The development and implementation
     of a thriving small group ministry
---Movement of God’s Holy Spirit
---Hearts to Give Joyfully
---A willingness to change
---World Missions
---Forgiveness of sins both individual &
     corporate
---A heart to invite others to know Christ
---Needed volunteers for all church
     ministries
---Unity in Spirit
---Increased diversity to reflect all people
---Lack of gossip/rumors
---Trusting each other
---Creative individuals who can share
     their gifts in the church body
---NEW LIFE
---Removal of barriers to NEW Life
---Joy that the 40 Days of Purpose have
     begun
---Willingness to walk in FAITH
---For God to guide us through transitions

The intense prayer of the righteous
is very powerful.               James 5: 16
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None to report! ☺☺☺☺
WHAT A JOY!!

If you would like to include a family
member or a loved one on our prayer
chain, please call the office at 943-2072.



Balance End of    February $25,300.19

Total receipts for  March $27,996.97

Total disbursements March     $27,268.15

Balance End of    March          $26,029.01

A complete breakdown of this report is
available by request.

WEEKLY OFFERING

03/30           $4,627.87

04/06         $4,461.47

04/13         $3,839.07

04/20         $4,947.04

04/27             $4,046.58

WORSHIP

03/30      244

04/06      220

04/13      229

04/20      241

04/27            239

SUNDAY SCHOOL

03/30                                        76

04/06             57

04/13       48

04/20                104

04/27 115

May items needed: toilet
tissue, bars of soap, and all
non-perishables.

Please continue to remember
those in need. All items can be
placed in the foyer area in the
box by the windows.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
HELP!!

FUNDRAISER
How about lunch or
dinner out?  Well, if you
go to the Ponderosa for
either, tell them you are
from Second Avenue
United Methodist Church
and the church will
receive 10 percent of the
amount spent.


