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Surprise! Surprise!

This is a month of surprises!  Of all the scenarios that could play out, who could have
guessed this?  The Son of God, the Second person of the Trinity, the One present in the
Creation would end His time on earth in the most startling of all ways---through a death
reserved for the most horrible of criminals?

No one could have seen that coming---even though Jesus Himself gave many hints and
indications that this is exactly what would happen.

Yet one of the tendencies that we often have is to miss the surprise and imagination of it
all.  We think we know what is coming.  We think we understand how and why Jesus
came and “how it will all play out.”

In this month in which we celebrate the greatest of all Divine dramas in the death AND
Resurrection of the Savior, may we again be caught up into the wonder, magnitude,
imagination, and love of it all.  In this way we can indeed be caught again off guard in
realizing that Jesus would choose pain over heavenly comfort, human limitation over
divine freedom, surrender over brute force and power.

We in the church often have the tendency to lose our imaginations.  We work so hard on
correct belief and doctrine and keeping Jesus IN the church that we often lose sight of
all the creative and passionate ways that Jesus went to in order to meet all people where
they were OUT of the church (the academic phrase here would be “incarnational love”—
making love tangible and real to people).
Let us once again be captivated by this imaginative love that Jesus so vividly
demonstrated and lived throughout His life on Earth, the events of Holy Week, and
ultimately the Cross and Resurrection.  Let us open our minds afresh and anew to the
creative and passionate ways that we too can go to people and share the love of Christ
with them.  What might this look like?  It means taking risks, trying what has not been
done before, finding new ways to communicate Jesus’ love in real and authentic ways.  It
means being creative and passionate.  It means infusing relevance and authenticity in
what we do.  It means sharing Jesus in fresh ways.

I am thankful that so many at Second Avenue have begun down this creative road
through avenues such as creating new staff positions (discipleship coordinator), offering
new ministries (such as community restoration and the hope chest clothing give away)
and exploring a variety of worship opportunities (from Elevation to our traditional
service to the contemporary service).  But I hope this is but the beginning in embodying
Christ’s divine creativity and passion.  How else can we BE the church that surprises the
world with its love, realness, humility, and service?  For example, can we create new
ways of sharing the Gospel in the church building itself (perhaps pictures, murals,



It seems difficult to believe, however,
things just seem to improve for the
R.O.C.K. and our kids. Funding is always
a concern. We were very fortunate in
2007 and our good fortune continues
into 2008. We have been asked to partner
with the Sunrise Rotary in a fundraising
event.

A spaghetti dinner will be held on
Saturday, April 5, 2008 at Bishop

Guilfoyle High School from 3-6pm.
Tickets are $5.00 for adults and

$3.50 for children.
Tickets will be available in early March.

The R.O.C.K. has been asked to support
this event in a few very simple ways:

We have been asked to provide baked
goods for desserts, the Lenten Fish
dinners have shown that this is something
we are really quite good at!, cakes, cookies
and pies seem to be our specialty.
We are also tasked with providing
volunteers to help with the dinner set up,
serving, and cleanup. Nothing major,
this is a great way to get out and meet
some new people and help support our
kids.

Please feel free to ask me any questions
you may have. The support of our
congregation is and has been greatly
appreciated.

Danny Billetter

Pastor’s Message Cont…
and scriptures on our walls that share the
Gospel in vivid ways to all who enter)?  Are
there others who might be able to help us
in ministry such as cultural architects and
artists who know how to connect with the
world in meaningful ways?  Can we learn to
understand and define ourselves by WHAT
we are about (such as transformation in a
United Methodist Church) rather than
simply WHERE we are about it (the United
Methodist Church on the corner of the
Second Avenue)?

Every year around this time I find myself
surprised and caught off-guard by how
creative God chose to be through the death
and Resurrection of Christ.  I hope you do
as well.  The Lord’s passion and love for
those who did not know Him resulted in
something that had never before been done
in history-talk about unique!  May we be
inspired to live into this love just as
passionately and just as creatively as Christ
has modeled for us and the world.

In the days ahead, let us not skip ahead.
Let us not think we already know the
answers.  Instead, let us be caught anew
and afresh in the horror, beauty, and awe
of the cross and the Resurrection---and be
inspired to follow just such an example.

In the creative and imaginative love of
Christ,

Matt
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A brief prayer/communion time will be
held Thursday mornings through Lent at
6:30am.

ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH DINNER
Every Friday in Lent

(Beginning February 8th!)
Sponsored by:

Second Avenue UMC Youth Group
Take-Outs Available

Adults $8      Under 12 $4
4:30PM - 7PM

CALLING ALL BAKERS! We will once
again be asking for baked goods for
dessert. All baked goods can be dropped
off in the church kitchen anytime on
Fridays. Thanks for your help.

Summer camp 2008 information is
here! Stop by the office and check it

out.

Prayer Calendar
Remember to sign your name to the
prayer calendar at the back of the
sanctuary as your promise to pray for this
church intentionally and frequently on
your chosen day. If you have already
signed up for a day, your names can be
found on the calendar in this issue of the
Scroll

District Mission Opportunity:  Here
is your opportunity to help others! A
Mission trip to Mississippi is being
planned for April 12th thru April 20th. A
team will be traveling to Gulfport,
Mississippi to aid in Katrina relief. There
is still much work to be done! What a
great opportunity for hands-on mission
work. You do not need to be a skilled
craftsman, we need skilled and unskilled
labor. Two informational meetings are
scheduled:
1st Mtg.:  Friday, February 22, 2008, 7pm,
Greenwood UMC
2nd Mtg.: Saturday, March 29, 2008,
2pm, Greenwood UMC

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS NOW!!

We will once again be traveling to the
state of Indiana during the week of
June 21-27 for a Mission trip. Please
consider joining us for this life-changing
trip. Also, during the week of July 20-26
we will be sharing in a Mission trip
experience RIGHT HERE IN
ALTOONA! Again, we hope that you
might be a part of this opportunity to
change lives, including your own! You are
welcome to be a part of one or both of
these service opportunities. Be looking for
more information to come!
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Upcoming Events:
Finance Mtg.- March 4th, 6pm
Lenten Fish Dinners-  March 7th, 14th

Palm Sunday – March 16th

Maundy Thursday- March 20th

Good Friday – March 21st

Resurrection Sunday – March 23rd

Volleyball- Playoffs



� Palm Sunday, March 16th

� Maundy Thursday, March 20th

7pm: Communion service in the
setting of the Upper Room in
remembrance of Jesus’ last meal (in
Elevation room)

� Good Friday, March 21st 7pm:
Remembrance of Jesus’ final hours
(in Sanctuary)

� 24hr Prayer Vigil, March 21st &
22nd  beginning at 8:30pm Friday
and ending 8:30pm Saturday.
Symbolic of Jesus’ time in the
tomb. We ask for a one hour time
slot commitment to be in silent
prayer (at the Koinonia House)

� Sunrise Service, March 23rd

6:30am: An early morning
celebration of Jesus’ victory of life
over death (Sanctuary)

� Easter Breakfast, March 23rd

8am-10am: All invited to share in
a time of fellowship on this special
morning by sharing breakfast
together in the Fellowship Hall.

� Resurrection Celebration,
March 23rd 10:45am: All welcome
to our Resurrection celebration
which will include may celebrative
outlets such as communion, the
joining of new members,
confirmands, joyful music, and
inspirational sharing.
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A variety of flowers will be placed in the
sanctuary this year.  If you would like to place
one in memory or honor of some-one, please
fill out the form below and

return it to the church office no later than
March 6TH. All orders must be prepaid.

Cost of each flower is $7.00
*********************************

Please state how many and circle the desired
color.           Total Cost: _______

___ Lily-3 blooms (White)
___ Hyacinths, (Pink, White, Purple)
___ Mums (Yellow, White)

*********************************

In Memory of:_____________________

By:______________________________

In Honor Of: ______________________

By:______________________________

*********************************

__ Yes, I plan to pick up my flower after

      the service.
__ No, I do not plan to pick up my

       flower.  Please give it to a shut-in.

Signed:___________________________

EASTER

FLOWERSFLOWERSFLOWERSFLOWERS



        The R.O.C.K.
          (Reaching Out to Community Kids)

On a recent Wednesday evening I was observing one of our groups as they were
participating in the arts and crafts part of the R.O.C.K. The volunteers and I noticed
that only one child of that group, of about 25 kids, lived in a home with both the
parents still together. All of these kids live with stepmoms, stepdads, grandparents, or
aunts or uncles. This just floored us. Two of the volunteers approached a young girl
who seemed unusually sad that day and we found out that the girl, who is a 3rd grader,
had recently witnessed her father’s arrest for drug possession. Her friend sitting next to
her said that the same thing had happened a few weeks earlier in her home. The girls
knew all about what the parents were doing, the terms and methods used in drug
usage. They talked about this as young girls should speak of Barbie dolls and ponies. It
seemed surreal.

To me the greatest gift we have here through our relationship with Jesus Christ is hope.
I looked at these children and thought they would fall right into this vicious cycle.
Innocent victims. I believe it is our responsibility to reach out with all our heart and
soul to help, to love, to offer hope to these children. Christ tells us to reach for the least
and the lost.

The R.O.C.K. is so blessed to be staffed with an awesome group of volunteers. I am
honored to be able to work, to learn, and to grow with these people. It is not an easy job
but they do it each week in and week out. Willingly and happily.
We are ever-growing, 60 kids on any given Wednesday evening. Our staff is stretched
to its limit. If anyone would take a half and hour to just come and meet these kids, the
need would be clear. Please think about it.

Thank you for all your prayers and support!

Peace,
Danny Billetter, R.O.C.K. Director
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WE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVE
THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.!!!!!!!!

March R.O.C.K. Dates:

March 5th

March 12th

March 19th

March 26th
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Thanks again for answering the call.
This year we received  $95.34 and 94
non perishable food items to donate
to St. Vincent DePaul, in honor of
the SouperBowl of Caring fund
raiser.

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15th of each
month. Thanks!

We wish to thank Pastor Matt, Cindy Lamb, Terry
Koelle, and anyone who visited, sent cards, or
made food during the illness and recent death of
our mother, Adaline McAuliffe. Words cannot say
how much she appreciated it. A big thank you to
our Junior Church kids for the blanket.

God Bless, Stephen and Donna Porter

We wish to extend our sympathy
to Steve and Donna Porter on the
passing of Steve’s mother,
Adaline McAuliffe, on Tuesday,
January 29, 2008.

And also to Dana and Helen
Weller on the passing of Dana’s
father, Leonard M. Weller of
Reading PA.

Our prayers are with you in
your time of sorrow.

Harrison Alexander Mielnik
Born: February 9, 2008

at 8:03pm
6lbs 2oz

18 ½ inches long
 Parents: Sabrina & George

Mielnik

Special Thank You to all
R.O.C.K. volunteers for their

continued commitment,
compassion, and energy!

Second Avenue UMC,
I want to thank everyone for all the cards, food, and
particularly the thoughts and prayers during my
recent surgery. Once again, the power of prayer
helped me through this with much fewer problems
than expected. Everything I had read and heard
indicated I would be down for a while, but I was
able to bounce back very quickly. It is comforting to
know when you’re among good people. When I was
searching for a church in the Altoona area, one of
the things I was looking for was a church family,
and I believe I made the right choice.
Thank you, Marshall Strait

Just a few lines to let
our church family
know that we
appreciate their
prayers and kind
thoughts during the
difficult time of my
father’s (Leonard M.
Weller) funeral.
It is a tremendous help
at a time like this to
know others are
praying for you and
thinking of you.
Dana and Helen Weller
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COUNTERS:
Dave Koelle

Janet Valentino

SOUND:

Wednesday practice:
03/05   Chrissy Cotter
03/12    Pat Hopkins
03/19   Curtis Davidhizar
03/26   Wade Koelle

Elevation:
03/01    Chris DeAntonio
03/08   Chrissy Cotter
03/15    Pat Hopkins
03/22   Curtis Davidhizar
03/29   Wade Koelle

Sunday Worship:
03/02   Chris DeAntonio
03/09   Chrissy Cotter
03/16    Pat Hopkins
03/23   Curtis Davidhizar
03/30   Wade Koelle

NURSERY (Elevation):

03/01   Jim Kennedy
 Gretchen Kennedy

03/08  Andy Mielnik
  Bette Fischer

03/15   TBA

03/22   Jennifer Lake
  Donna Lysinger

03/29   Jim Kennedy
   Gretchen Kennedy

GREETERS:
8:15am:
Sue Fochler
Karen Hughes
Bill Noye
10:45am:
Dick & Dottie Hileman
Cindy Lamb

POWER POINT:

Elevation:
03/01   Curtis Davidhizar
03/08   Brian Koelle
03/15    Jennifer Jones
03/22   Chris DeAntonio
03/29   Daniel Wilt

 10:45am:

03/02  Curtis Davidhizar
03/09   Brian Koelle
03/16    Jennifer Jones
03/23   Chris DeAntonio
03/30   Daniel Wilt

JR. CHURCH:

03/02: NO JR. CHURCH
03/09: Lisa Hann
03/16:  Sherri Hileman
03/23   Gina Barefoot
03/30   Deb Hazenstab

READERS: (8:15am)

03/02  Kathy Bickel

03/09  TBA

03/16   Sharon Lang

03/23  Roger Morgan

03/30  Patti Fabinyi

NURSERY (10:45am):

03/02:  Daniel Wilt
              Becky Diehl
            Jennifer Fochler

  Helen Weller

03/09:  Tabitha Becker
  Danielle Mattern
  Chrissy Cotter
   Terry Koelle

03/16:  Christine Hopkins
  Marian Rice
  Kirsten Davidhizar
   Jenn Dublois

03/23:  Jennifer Lake
  Jes Simonis
  Danielle Yingling
   Alan Tyack

03/30   Helen Weller
  Sue Fochler
  Alison Jones
  Rachel Ferguson



MARCH BIRTHDAYS!!
3 Helen Weller
4 Nancy Cox
6 Mel Woomer

Jack Kling
James Noye Jr.
Jamie Rodkey
Sandra Welch

7 Alleane Ellis
8      Bonnie Shelow-Wright
9      Scott Michaels
                                        Kaitlynn Staley
10      Diana McClure

Jeremy Shuttlesworth
          Randy Price
11      Ian Kennedy
12        Richard Smith
 Ken Shultz
13 Mark Kensinger

James Richards

1111 Marsha & Bill KustaborderMarsha & Bill KustaborderMarsha & Bill KustaborderMarsha & Bill Kustaborder
11 Linda & Ron Ferguson
27 Kathy & Mike Kowalski

9

14 John Jackson
Ed  Ptak
Scott Hileman

15      Ian Lang
John Stehle

16      Jay Sanker
17      Patrick Lang

Natascha Hinduja
18      Cathy McChessney
20      Edward Eckels, Jr.
21      Matthew Lake
22      Natasha Stotler
23     Judy Strittmater
25      MaryLou Mathieu
26      Lori Branas
28      Debbie Thompson
                                        Diane Crook
29      Scott Cox
30 Robert Tyack



Few things are as important as prayer.
Each month we list specific individuals
that we ask all of you to be in prayer for.
We would like to include these individuals
and specific focus points that we ask you
to be in prayer for as frequently as
possible:

Prayer Points

---For 2008 to be a year of Godly
     Transformation

---A willingness to Journey to the Cross
     through Lent

---A heart & willingness to go through 40
     days of purpose

---The development and implementation
     of a thriving small group ministry

---Movement of God’s Holy Spirit

---Responsive hearts for Stewardship
     Sunday

---A willingness to change

---World Missions

---Forgiveness of sins both individual &
     corporate

---A heart to invite others to know Christ

---Needed volunteers for all church
     ministries

---8:15am Worship Service

---10:45am Worship Service

---Elevation Worship Experience

---Unity in Spirit

---Increased diversity to reflect all people

---Lack of gossip/rumors

---Trusting each other

---Creative individuals who can share
     their gifts in the church body

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

Valley View: Mary Coldwell

Bellemeade Manor:  Cora Biddle, and
Audrey Hampton

Hillview Nursing Home:  Florence
Points

Lutheran Home:   Clara Daski,
Dorothy Edmundson, and Dorothy
Brooks

Hollidaysburg Veterans Home:  Jim
Fedesco

Altoona Center For Nursing Care:
Ken Shultz, and Helen Faust, Barbara
Allison

Presbyterian Home:  Alberta Krause
and Helen Eckels

Winds At Mattern Orchard:   Zoltan
and Mary Bakoss

Bon Secour:
Healthsouth Rehab.:
At Home: Gloria Jackson, Pat Pavlic,
Dorothy Leibegott, Viola Miller, Lulu
Nash, Clesta Slogenhop, Shirley Criste,
and Isabel Woomer

None to report! ☺☺☺☺

If you would like to include a family
member or a loved one on our prayer
chain, please call the office at 943-2072.

     10



THOUGHTS TO PONDER

When you go to the grocery store, do
you make a point to speak to those
working in the store and at the counter
when you leave? I hope you do so.

One girl, who stocks shelves, always
responds to the greeting, but the man
who stocks fruit does not respond. I
prayed for him and after a few weeks, he
will answer in a “Hi”.

I feel this person does not care much
about others, but I do not give up. I
always greet him when he is there and
am thankful for his “Hi”.

Try being nice and joyous to your
grocery workers.

Erdean

We will be participating in a Lenten
Lunch series along with Bethany
Lutheran and Fifth Ave. UMC. Please
join us at noon on the following dates:

Wednesday, March 5th,  TBA
Wednesday, March 12th, TBA
Wednesday, March 19th, TBA

Please call 943-2072 for hosting church
information.

Once again several members of the Senior
Fellowship Group braved the cold weather
to go to the church on February 21st to play
third Thursday Bingo. Once again I wasn’t
one of them.

I was told there was a nice group there.
Also was told they had a delicious lunch of
roast chicken and all the trimmings.
Many thanks to all who helped in any way.
We hope the weather will soon warm up so
we all can attend.

Nellie Zeiders

The Second Avenue church and the
Deborean Sunday school class lost a
member when Adaline McAuliffe was
called home by our Lord on Tuesday,
January 29th.

Adaline always enjoyed the meetings of her
class. Due to health problems, she hadn’t
been able to attend church regularly. She
will be missed by her family and friends.
We extend sympathy to Steve, Donna, her
grandchildren and sister, Helen Faust.

Nellie Zeiders
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CONSECRATION SUNDAY

Tithing is not an easy thing but the bible makes the purpose of tithing very clear.  It teaches us
to put the Lord first in our lives.  We are to give God the first and best of what we earn.  What
we do first with our money shows what we value most.  Giving the first part of our paycheck to
God makes us focus our attention to him.  It also reminds us that all we have belongs to him.
By tithing regularly we keep God on the top of our priority list.

Because of our continued faithfulness of tithing we have been able to expand our ministries.
Elevation, mission trips, the ROCK and community restoration are great examples of how we
are reaching out to people who do not know Christ.  The attendance, discipleship, and growth
in ministry has increased over the past year because we are Reaching Seekers and Building
Believers.

The finance committee asks that you be in prayer for our church as we once again reaffirm our
covenant of giving in the coming weeks.   Pray for those who don't know Christ and who we
can reach by living our vision of Reaching Seekers and Building Believers.

On Sunday April 6th, we desire to reaffirm our giving covenant.  We ask that you prayerfully
consider how you may increase your financial commitment to the building of God's Kingdom
in this place.  Please see the covenant form below, decide how much you would like to increase
your giving.  You may mail your response to the church office (Attn: Edie Weible) or offer
your renewed commitment on Sunday April 6th during the service.

We hope that you can stay for a light lunch immediately following the 10:45 service to
celebrate God's faithfulness among us.

Please keep this day in your prayers.

Kathy Bickel, Finance Committee Chair
*************************************************** *************************

REACHING SEEKERS/BUILDING BELIEVERS
2008 GIVING COVENANT

My current monthly giving is_________________
A covenant to increase my MONTHLY giving by: ______$10 ______$25

            ______$50      ______$100
            _________Other (Please Specify)

For a total of $__________per MONTH.

Name____________________________________________

*Note:  The information on our covenant card remains a confidential covenant between you
and God.  Only the person who counts up all the cards will have any access to the amount you
prayerfully decide upon, and that amount will not be shared with anyone else.
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Why Do We Need Small Groups Anyhow?

What’s all the fuss about small groups?  Why do I need to belong to a small group?  Why
should small groups be important to us as a church-striving to be the body of Christ in
the 21st century?   What does all this small group stuff have to do with being like Jesus
anyway?

Consider the following, taken from Life Changing Small Groups  by Bill Donahue.
“…I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” John 13:15
 It is God’s plan that those who call on His name should be like Him in attitude and
behavior.  The church exists not just to collect followers, but to transform them.
Community is a theme that runs throughout Scripture.  God has always been calling out
a people for Himself, beginning with Israel and continuing with the church.  Even when
the Jews were dispersed among enemy nations during times of captivity, they organized
themselves into groups and ultimately formed synagogues, where they could serve one
another and carry out their beliefs.  It was natural for Jesus to develop a community of
followers and for Paul, Peter, and other church planters to start new communities
wherever they went as they proclaimed the Gospel.  These new communities began as
small groups, just as Jesus had modeled with his twelve disciples.

“ He appointed twelve-designating them apostles-that they might be with him.” Mark
3:14

Significant relationships occur best in the context of a small group.  Connecting people
in a small group is not an optional ministry of the church-is is essential for growth.
Without this connection, people can “attend” meetings, and “attend” services, but they
aren’t truly participating in church.

“Everyday they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people.”  Acts 2:46-47

Small groups were an integral part of the early church structure.
On the Day of Pentecost, the newly born church immediately began to function in small
groups.  These groups wholeheartedly devoted themselves to the teaching of the
apostles, to fellowship with one another, to practicing the Lords Supper together, and to
praying for one another.  These new communities were characterized by mutuality,
accountability, servanthood, love and evangelism.

Ultimately, a small group gathers together to provide fellowship and mutual support so
that the church can have an impact on their community.  They encourage and build up
one another so that the body of Christ can be cared for, and the world can be influenced
by their examples.  A small group of believers who love one another with God’s love will
experience the life Christ promised at the deepest level possible.  This love radically
transforms people and demonstrates His power.

Small groups are vibrant and life-giving communities where evangelism takes place as
unchurched or unconnected watch a loving community in action. Small groups not only

13 Cont.



The Purpose Driven Life
By: Rick Warren

What on earth am I here for?
You are not an accident. Even before the
universe was created, God had you in
mind, and he planned you for his
purposes. These purposes will extend far
beyond the few years you will spend on
earth. You were made to last forever!

Self-help books often suggest that you try
to discover the meaning and purpose of
your life by looking within yourself, but
Rick Warren says that is the wrong place
to start. You must begin with God, your
Creator, and his reasons for creating you.
You were made by God for God, and until
you understand that, life will never make
sense.

This book will help you understand why
you are alive and God’s amazing plan for
you – both here and now, and for
eternity. Rick Warren will guide you
through a personal 40-day spiritual
journey that will transform your answer
to life’s most important question: What
on earth am I here for? Knowing God’s
purpose for creating you will reduce your
stress, focus your energy, simplify your
decisions, give meaning to your life, and,
most important, prepare you for eternity.

The Purpose-Driven Life is a blueprint for
Christian living in the 21st century – a
lifestyle based on God’s eternal purposes,
not cultural values. Using over 1,200
scriptural quotes and references, it
challenges the conventional definitions of
worship, fellowship, discipleship,
ministry, and evangelism. In the tradition
of Oswald Chambers, Rick Warren offers
distilled wisdom on the essence of what
life is all about.

Small Groups Cont…
build up the church, but are a way of
reaching a lost world for Christ.

Beginning in April, you will be invited to
join a transformational, life changing
small group as part of the 40 Days of
Purpose.  Begin to prayerfully consider if
you too should begin to connect with
other believers in this way.  There’s no
doubt about it- you will be blessed, you
will be challenged,  you will grow
spiritually, God will use you to change
other peoples lives….and you will be
walking in the footsteps of Jesus Christ
himself.

Come…be transformed!
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Dear Second Avenue,

We in the Central Pennsylvania Conference are committed to “Making disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.” That can only happen if each congregation is fully engaged in
becoming the disciple making people God has called you to be.
I have been so encouraged by the signs of faithfulness and risk-taking which I’ve observed
throughout the conference. One example of that is being a church which is committed to
reaching the last, the lonely, the lost in your community and beyond. We are called to give
without counting the cost. It is a wonderful sign of God’s grace that the more you give, the
more you receive. Churches which are reaching out in generosity and service are doubly
blessed. You are such a church.

At a recent Cabinet meeting we spent time identifying congregations which we believe
demonstrate courageous mission and ministry. Your church was recognized because of your
commitment to mission in your neighborhood through your program of repairing houses
and sidewalks. We also noted that you have enlisted other churches in the effort. We
celebrate that lives are changed because of what you do!

I hope you will share this letter with your Administrative/Church Council and perhaps
spend a few moments discussing what you are now doing and other ways that you could
offer the love of Christ through missions.

Thank you for your ministry in Altoona and beyond. You are in my prayers and those of
the District Superintendents as together we continue to take a leap of faith, to do whatever
is necessary to proclaim the saving message of Jesus Christ.

In His Service,
Bishop Jane Allen Middleton
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Balance End of    December $24,937.26

Total receipts for  January $22,971.47

Total disbursements Jan.       $21,944.59

Balance End of    January      $25,964.14

A complete breakdown of this report is
available by request.

WEEKLY OFFERING

02/03           $5,450.31
02/10         $4,065.00
02/17         $3,053.31
02/24         $7,355.66

WORSHIP

02/03      254
02/10      270
02/17      221
02/24      299

SUNDAY SCHOOL

02/03                       not available
02/10            56
02/17       72
02/24  87

March items needed:  toilet
tissue, bars of soap, and all
non-perishables.

Please remember those in
need especially with the cold
weather upon us. All items
can be placed in the foyer area
in the box by the windows.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
HELP!!

FUNDRAISER
How about lunch or
dinner out?  Well, if you
go to the Ponderosa for
either, tell them you are
from Second Avenue
United Methodist Church
and the church will
receive 10 percent of the
amount spent.


