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2008!!!!!
Wow!!!  It is hard to believe that we are beginning a BRAND NEW YEAR!  I don’t

know about you, but it is hard for me to even say, “2008!”  I think I am still stuck in
early 2007 somewhere!

Having said that, I continue to be amazed at what all the Lord did in 2007!  In
many ways it was a truly phenomenal year, with so much to celebrate and give thanks
about.

LOOKING BACK…
In 2007 we saw two new staff come to be with us in Danny Billetter and Jennifer

Jones.  Danny has done and exceptional job with our ROCK program and Community
Restoration work.  Thanks to Danny’s work we have seen greatly improved finances at
the ROCK program and saw many work teams come together to work right here for local
mission in Altoona.  This past summer alone we saw over 6 homes completely re-
painted, porches redone, sidewalks restored, and many other significant projects
finished.  Jennifer has come to join us as our first Discipleship Coordinator and has
been working intensely with many of our volunteers, Christian Education, volunteer
recruitment, visitors, and newcomers.  Jennifer has also begun putting together plans,
programming, and information for an entirely new small group ministry being launched
in 2008 which we will all be hearing much more about.

Also in 2007 we witnessed some exciting growth in the church as our overall
average weekly attendance rose to well over 240 people a weekend (about 30 individuals
a weekend more than last year).  Just as exciting we saw almost 30 people commit to
some form of Discipleship Bible training this year to grow in God’s Word!  Truly
wonderful.

And finally (drum roll please!), for the first time in decades (and perhaps longer),
we at Second Ave UMC have paid our shares of ministry IN FULL!   This is exciting
because it means we have fulfilled ALL of our responsibilities to the wider Central PA
United Methodist Conference and connected ministries in the world!  Thank you for
your generosity and faithfulness in giving!  It is literally making a difference locally,
around the country, and even the world!  Please continue this spirit of giving in 2008!

I could point to so many other wonderful happenings in 2007--from VBS to
another outstanding Block Party and the continued Lent Dinners to the newly started
Hope Chest ministry (already offering clothes to nearly 100 families) and so many
more!--but hopefully these few examples high-light God’s faithfulness among us and
what can happen as we learn to step forward IN faith!  And just as hopefully, I pray
these instances give us the faith to PROPEL us into 2008!

LOOKING AHEAD…
As we look to this new year, I want to say something that may sound a bit

dramatic but is nonetheless true!  In 2008 we will embark upon the most intense   Cont..



EVERYONE to be a part of it.
     Journeying through these 40 day
periods may well be the most important
times we have EVER engaged in as a
church.  This is an opportunity to live out
the vision of TRANSFORMATION
through REACHING SEEKERS,
BUILDING BELIEVERS IN CHRIST!
Our willingness (or lack thereof) to join in
these times with all of our hearts will
literally set our course in ministry for
years to come.  Prayerful consideration
and involvement by all is imperative!
     The emphasis of these 40 day
campaigns include: POWER THROUGH
PRAYER, PRIORITY (making these 40
day time periods priorities in our lives),
and PARTICIPATION in the small groups
and willingness to discover many of God’s
specific purposes in our lives.
      I believe this will be the most intense
spiritual time period our church body has
ever engaged in.  These 40 day time
periods ARE that important.  We know
that the Holy Spirit will be here, but will
we?  I pray that you will do all you can to
walk through these 40 day periods with
intentionality and a willingness to engage
them whole-heartedly, lest their impact
be lost.  I pray that all of us will realize the
potential for spiritual explosiveness
herein!
        Wow…what a journey God takes us
on.  After such a great 2007, what might
we be able to celebrate at the end of
2008?  Only time will tell…but when we
truly walk with God, anything is possible.
Let us join the journey and discover ALL
of who Christ has made us to be!  It
promises to be an amazing year, may God
make it so!  And may we be transformed
like never before—as individuals and as a
church!  AMEN!          In ChrisT,, Matt

Pastor’s Message Cont…
spiritual journey we have ever embarked
upon as a church body.  This is not an
overstatement.
     Bishop Robert Schnase offers 5 key
principals of fruitful and effective
churches.  These principals include:

1) Radical Hospitality
2) Passionate Worship
3) Intentional Faith Development
4) Risk-Taking Mission and Service
5) Extravagant Generosity

     To help us live into these principals and
practices to a greater degree we will be
journeying through TWO 40 Day HOLY
PERIODS!  The number 40 has always had
special significance throughout the Bible
and God has done amazing things in that
time frame (40 days of Noah on the ark, 40
days of Moses on Mt. Sinai with God, Jesus
being tempted in the dessert for 40 days,
etc.)  The first 40 day period we will
experience will be during the season of
Lent (beginning in February) leading up to
Easter and Resurrection Sunday on March
23rd .  We will focus specifically upon Jesus’
journey to the cross.
     THEN, beginning in April and into May
we will walk together as a church through
40 days of PURPOSE.  This is an
EXTENSIVE ministry journey designed to
help EVERY individual discover their God-
given purpose.  And the primary
component of these 40 days that we will
ask EVERY person to be a part of is
involvement in a small group that will meet
during those 40 days.  You will hear
MUCH, MUCH more about this holy 40
day journey in the days to come, but I am
mentioning it now to make you aware of
this wonderful opportunity AND to ask
that you begin praying NOW about this
journey and a willingness from 3



Directories!!
The directories are here! If you had your
picture taken for the directory and have
not had the opportunity to pick up your
directory please contact Jessie in the
office to receive your copy.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
Volunteers are needed for the following
areas:
Nursery- Saturday evenings and Sunday
10:45am
Sound and  PowerPoint Techs
Sunday School Class Helpers
Please contact Jennifer Jones at 943-
2072 if you can help in anyway.

Mark your calendars, Lenten fish dinners
will begin Friday, February 8th! Watch for
more information to come in the coming
weeks.
A time for great food and great fellowship,
you won’t want to miss it!

What the New Year Offers
� A fresh start in the totality of our life
� A chance to do good things for others,

especially older members of our
family.

� An opportunity to plan better for the
future, including the use of our time,
talent and possessions.

� A challenge to read helpful books
about living according to God’s plan

� A chance to better control stress and
anxiety in body and spirit.

What Awaits Us?
We’re at the starting gate of a new year.
What will it hold for us? Only God knows.
Yet if God knows, why not try to discover
his plan for us each day?
We should carry on a daily dialog with
God. Following his lead is always
interesting and challenging. And much of
the time it’s filled with wonder and joy.
I remember the story of a small boy who
prayed to God at the end of a fun,
interesting Monday: “It’s been a
wonderful day, God. What do you have in
mind for Tuesday?”
What does God have in mind for you in
2008? Keep in touch with him, and you’ll
enjoy the trip around the sun.

-Charles Ferrell
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Upcoming Events:
R.O.C.K. – January 9, 16, 23, & 30
Volleyball- Tuesdays in January
Souper Bowl of Caring- Feb. 3rd

Lenten Fish Dinners- Begin Feb. 8th



Few things are as important as prayer.
Each month we list specific individuals
that we ask all of you to be in prayer for.
We would like to include these individuals
and specific focus points that we ask you
to be in prayer for as frequently as
possible:

Prayer Points
---For 2008 to be a year of Godly
     Transformation

---Thanksgiving for all God did in 2007

---The development and implementation
     of a thriving small group ministry

---A willingness to walk through the
     upcoming 40 day periods

---Movement of God’s Holy Spirit

---Faithful Giving
---A focus beyond ourselves

---World Missions

---Forgiveness of sins both individual &
     corporate

---Intercessory Prayer

---A heart to invite others to know Christ

---Needed volunteers for all church
     ministries

---8:15am Worship Service

---10:45am Worship Service

---Elevation Worship Experience

---REACHING SEEKERS, BUILDING
              BELIEVERS IN CHRIST

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

Valley View: Mary Coldwell
Bellemeade Manor:  Cora Biddle, and
Audrey Hampton
Hillview Nursing Home:  Florence
Points
Lutheran Home:   Clara Daski,
Dorothy Edmundson, and Dorothy
Brooks
Hollidaysburg Veterans Home:  Jim
Fedesco
Altoona Center For Nursing Care:
Ken Shultz, Jay McKnight, and Helen
Faust
Presbyterian Home:  Alberta Krause
and Helen Eckels
Winds At Mattern Orchard:   Zoltan
and Mary Bakoss
Altoona Hospital: Bon Secour:
Barbara Allison
Healthsouth Rehab.: Gloria Jackson
At Home:  Pat Pavlic, Dorothy
Leibegott, Viola Miller, Lulu Nash, Clesta
Slogenhop, Shirley Criste, and Isabel
Woomer

Don Kyper, Jay McKnight,
Barbara Allison, Gloria Jackson

If you would like to include a family
member or a loved one on our prayer
chain, please call the office at 943-2072.

     5
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU,THANK YOU, THANK YOU,THANK YOU, THANK YOU,THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU

for your generosity on Harvest Sunday.
Over $60, and numerous non-perishable
items were collected. All items were
donated to the St. Vincent DePaul.

The total is in and nearly $4000 was
raised from Marathon donations!! A
huge thank you for your support of
the church and the R.O.C.K.
ministry. (If you still wish to contribute
and haven’t because you wanted to
make sure Pastor Matt actually finished
the race, you can still turn any other

gifts of support into the church office)

A big thanks to
all those who

braved the
weather to

attend this year’s
Charge

Conference. Your
presence and

support are
much

appreciated.

We would like to thank everyone
for their prayers, cards, and for
the lovely meal served for our
family and friends after the funeral
of our sister Susanna Fouse.
Your kindness and love were
greatly appreciated.
Thank  you again
Harriet Koelle/Brother & Sisters

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15th of each
month. Thanks!

Thanks so much to everyone for
the cards, gifts, and visits, as I
celebrated my 100th birthday, and
special thanks to Pastor Matt for
delivering the birthday cards and
Cindy Lamb for delivering the gift
that was presented on behalf of
the entire Second Avenue
congregation. Although the
weather didn’t permit us to
celebrate together, I much
appreciate your being with me in
thought and prayer.
Isabel Woomer

Jim and I would like to thank
all those that helped us in the
preparations of our Sanctuary
on Sunday Dec. 2nd at the
Hanging of the Greens service.
We hope you had the chance to
come and enjoy some of the
handmade Chrismons that
embellished our beautiful
Christmas tree.
Jim & Gretchen Kennedy

Thank you to everyone who prepared, served, and
cleaned up for the Love Feast on Saturday, November
24th. Around 125 people were served as well as take
out meals.

Jesus said just as you did it to one of the least of these you did it
to me.
Matthew 25: 40

I would like to take a moment to thank my
Second Avenue family for their continued
thoughts and prayers and especially to Cindy
Lamb and Pastor Matt for their visits.
Mary Coldwell

Hunter Stoy and Family would like to thank
everyone for their continued prayers and support
over the last number of weeks. The love you have
showed us has allowed us to have experienced a
renewal of faith in our hearts.



THOUGHTS TO PONDER

While at the breakfast table, I thought the
chipmunk came to visit but it was a pretty
leaf coming to say “hello”. Then a
wrinkled leaf came by. I looked at them
and thought about our lives as we meet
up with those who are dressed nice and
raggedy. Do we turn from the raggedy
ones?
What would Jesus do when he would
meet these folks, would he turn the
raggedy one away?
If we are going to follow in the way of our
Lord, we must accept people as they are
and be the light that our Lord wants us to
be. I remember to ask our Lord for light
that I can understand and be lifted by and
when that is in our daily living we will
surely be in the will of the Lord.
Enjoy the leaves,
Erdean

~ A Prayer ~

Dear Lord, let me be a faithful friend to others, and let
me be an example of righteous behavior to my friends,
to my family, and to the world. I thank You, Lord, for
friends who challenge me to become a better person; let
me do the same for them.

Amen

HAM LOAF SALE By Crever
Memorial UMC to Benefit the
Altoona District MC HUB and

Mission Team

How would you like to have a
delicious dinner and help our
mission team and Mission
Central HUB as well?

You can do all that by
purchasing one or more mouth-
watering ham loaves from
Crever Memorial United
Methodist Church, Petersburg.

On Wednesday, January 23, 2008, the church
will repeat the highly-successful fund raiser
they held last year by making and selling ham
loaves in a variety of sizes.  These delicious
loaves must be ordered on or before
Wednesday, January 9th.  The sizes and prices
are:

1 lb. loaf - $   4.50
1½ lb. loaf -    $   6.75
2 lb. loaf - $   9.00
3 lb. loaf - $ 13.50

If you would like to place an order for ham
loaves please call the office at 943-2072.
Orders cannot be accepted after Wednesday,
January 9th.

(ALL Checks should be made out to
Crever Memorial UMC)
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        The R.O.C.K.
          (Reaching Out to Community Kids)

On Wednesday, December 12th , the R.O.C.K. held its annual Christmas party. It is safe
to say a good time was had by all. There were around 60 children in attendance that
evening.

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation; hats, gloves, scarves, and other winter
gear was given to our kids. Our partner with the R.O.C.K., Bethany Lutheran Church,
donated 75 pairs of warm winter socks. Mission Central generously donated 75 bags of
candy along with more toys than imaginable. A hot delicious meal was prepared by our
kitchen staff led by Ron Stacey and Norm Heidler. Hats off to the cooks!

The birth of Christ shows us God’s wonderful gifts of love, joy, peace, and hope. These
are the gifts we at the R.O.C.K. are blessed enough to share with our kids here who
have very little love, joy, hope, and peace. Hat and gloves, candy and toys, are great to
provide for our kids. They make the kids smile and laugh. However, they do fade. The
true gifts of Christmas we were able to share with the R.O.C.K. kids will last forever.

Please join us any Wednesday evening. Experience the love and laughter the children
freely share with us. I don’t think the kids realize the gifts they give us. Not just on one
Wednesday in December but every Wednesday throughout the school year!

Peace,
Danny Billetter, R.O.C.K. Director
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WE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVE
THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.!!!!!!!!

January R.O.C.K. Dates:

Jan. 9th

Jan. 16th

Jan. 23rd

Jan. 30th

*Please note*
 If school is cancelled due to

inclement weather the R.O.C.K. is
also cancelled



Do you ever consider WHY Jesus came at Christmas as a BABY of all things?
What might God be trying to say to us in this holy, yet odd event? Recently
some of our youth put some thought to that very question, and here is what
they came up with....what could you add to the list?

Because that is how everyone else started out      To show the ultimate humility by coming as a baby
To experience how humans live                                To show the savior can come in any form
To come in a peaceful way                                        To Show His connection to humanity
To go against the world's expectations                      To help us know he understands
To show his strength                                                  To bring families closer
To purify everyone                                                     To show God ran out of options
To spread God's word                                                 Because babies are without sin
To show he is trying to talk to people                        To give a fresh new teacher to the world
Because a baby would be believable                          Because babies are fragile
To show the savior was an unlikely person
Because no on wanted to hear from the prophets and judges
To give a fresh start through a pure mother birthing a pure and holy child
To show the world how much he loved us by giving his only Son
Because babies are developed in darkness and then come into the light showing that light will come
from unlikely source

Some lighthearted reasons:
Because Denise & Matt couldn't do it alone
Because God wouldn't send a monkey
To provide us with a money making holiday
To see how skin felt
To try baby food
Because He wanted to try acne...
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January Youth Events:

01/6   First Youth of the New Year!   6-8pm
01/13  Special Youth Event     6-8pm
01/20 Regular Youth 6-8pm
01/27  Regular Youth 6-8pm

The youth will be participating in the
Souper Bowl of Caring again this year.
Please bring financial donations or non
perishable food items on Super Bowl
Sunday, February 3rd. The youth
members will collect these items at
each doorway after the 8:30 and 10:45
services. Last year 2nd Ave donated
103 cans and boxes of food and $143.17
for a local food bank. WOW! Please
support us again!

Begin your New Year with us!
It is our goal to reach young seekers and equip
youth believers to share the hope of Jesus Christ.
All youth in grades 7th through 12th are invited to
attend. Typical meeting times are Sunday 6-8pm.
We share in games, devotion time, and prayer
during a regular youth night.



SENIOR FELLOWSHIP CONT…

Twelve brave members didn’t let the ice
and snow keep them from attending
Bingo on December 13th. I wasn’t one of
them. I was told all had a nice time and
delicious lunch of meat loaf, scalloped
potatoes, peas and carrots, cake and
beverage made by Alberta and Linda.
Bill’s “taxi service” saw that some of
them got there safe and back home safe.
Some came in the Senior Citizen Van. So
you can see how much we enjoy our
meetings.
Nellie Zeiders

The Senior Fellowship Group lost a
faithful member on Monday, December
10th. God saw that Muriel Kline suffered
enough and called her home. Muriel
wasn’t a member of Second Avenue
Church and was only known to our
members when Pastor Marsha brought
her to our Bingo day. We all learned to
love her as she in turn loved being with
us. She was new to Altoona and we
became her friends. Muriel was a very
pleasant person and had a lovely
personality. Muriel’s son is married to
Karen, Marsha and Larry’s daughter.
She made her home with them who gave
her loving care. Our sympathy goes out
to them and her family. We will miss
her.
Nellie Zeiders

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday the Senior
Fellowship Group met on the fifth
Thursday of November, being November
29th.
As always we open with prayer. Our friend
Irma was with us again to help us make a
craft, with the help of Arlene.
We made angels using small tea towels and
a wash cloth. We fastened wings on them
made out of cardboard covered with
aluminum foil. Many thanks to Irma and
Arlene.
For our lunch, Linda made us turkey meat
pie. We also had applesauce and a coconut
cake made by Cindy. Thanks to Linda and
Cindy.
A Christmas party was planned for
December 13th. We will play Bingo before
lunch and have the party after lunch.
Nellie Zeiders

TRIBUTE TO CINDY LAMB
As you may have read in the November
Scroll and past bulletin, we were told that
Cindy Lamb will be stepping down as
chairperson of the Senior Ministries at the
end of the year.
The Senior Fellowship Group thanks Cindy
for the many nice times she planned for us.
She was very dedicated to the elderly
members of our church, always ready to
help us if we had a special need.
Our love, our prayers, and God’s blessing
will go with her as she serves our church in
other ways.
Nellie Zeiders
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CALLED TO GOD’S FRONTIERS
By:  Bishop Jane Allen Middleton
Harrisburg Episcopal Area

Is your church being managed or led?
Every congregation needs both. To discover your church’s emphasis, think about these
comparisons:

Are you focused on the present or on the future?
Do you value stability or change?
Is primary emphasis on smoothness and efficiency or on disruption?

According to Rev. Dr. Gil Rendle, a United Methodist pastor and senior consultant with the
Alban Institute, management seeks to answer the question, “Are we doing things right?” and
leadership seeks to answer the question, “Are we doing things right?”
Obviously, every church needs management. Management enables efficiency and the smooth
running of the church, making certain that leaders are in place for the fall fair and supplies are
ordered. Leadership causes discomfort by requiring inquiry and making choices. Leadership
asks, “Is the Fall Fair really important to the mission of the church?” A “no” answer to that
question might be very painful to some people.
One of the painful realities is that true leadership creates discomfort among any who desire
stability, smoothness, and efficiency. True leadership can be messy and controversial. Think of
all the resistance that Jesus encountered! At every turn, he challenged the assumptions of
religious leaders of the time (healing was not accepted on the Sabbath, for example) and they
complained.
As we understand this, it becomes clearer why we resist those strategies which can truly bring
about change in our churches. We know they may lead to dissension and we don’t want that!
Management is obviously necessary. But if that is the highest value of a congregation, surely
the action of God which always calls us into a new future may well be missed completely. We
will instead focus on simply attempting to maintain the current reality.
Questions Dr. Rendle suggests which every congregation must ask are: “Who are we?” which
is the identity question; “What has God called us to do or to be?” which is the purpose
question; “Who is our neighbor?” which is the question requiring us to consider the world in
which we minister, near and far.
Those answers may well cause disruption in your congregation, but to be faithful you must live
through the difficult times. One caution here: dissension alone does not necessarily mean that
you are in a leadership mode. It may simply mean that yours is a troubled church without a
vision!
What new future might God be calling your church to reach? Are you willing to trust God to
lead you through the disruption?
Ask these questions: “Who are we?” “What has God called us to do or to be?” “Who is our
neighbor?” We can dare to be leaders because God has promised to walk with us in the journey.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS!!
1     Sherri Johnston

3 Marsha Kustaborder

4 Frances Miller

6   Pat Peterson

7   Allison Fischer
                        Taylor Kennedy

8   Erdean Grissinger

12  Dean Williams
 Gregg Griffin

16 Jeffrey McClure
Viola Miller

19  Clara Daski

21   Robyn Tyack

26 Thomas Chathams
Stephen Peterson Sr.

27 Cory Grove
Terry Koelle

30   Jean Brubaker

3333 Patrick & Chirstine Hopkins
28       Joe & Pat Pavlic
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SOUND:

Wednesday practice:
01/02   Marshall Strait
01/09    Pat Hopkins
01/16   Curtis Davidhizar
01/23   Chris DeAntonio
01/30   Travis McChessney

Elevation:
01/05   Marshall Strait
01/12    Pat Hopkins
01/19   Curtis Davidhizar
01/26   Chris DeAntonio

Sunday Worship:
01/06:  Wade Koelle
01/13:   Pat Hopkins
01/20:  Curtis Davidhizar
01/27:  Chris DeAntonio

NURSERY (Elevation):

01/05:   Andy Mielnik
  Bette Fischer

01/12:   Meagan Cook
  Donna Lysinger

01/19:   Gretchen Kennedy
            Jim Kennedy

01/26     Not yet scheduled

GREETERS:
8:30am:

Bill Noye
Dave & Harriet Koelle

10:45am:
Cindy Lamb

Dick & Dottie Hileman

POWER POINT:

Elevation:
01/05   Brian Koelle
01/12    Jonathon Baker
01/19   Claude/Carl
01/26   Rachel Ferguson

 10:45am:

01/06   Brian Koelle
01/13    Daniel Wilt
01/20   Chris DeAntonio
01/27   Rachel Ferguson

JR. CHURCH:

01/06: NO JR. CHURCH
01/13:  Sherri Hileman

  Holly Covert
01/20:  Priscilla Heidler
              Alison Jones
01/27   Diana McClure

  Seth Covert

READERS: (8;30am)

01/06  Kathy Bickel
01/13  Karen Hughes
01/20  Sue Fochler
01/27  Roger Morgan

NURSERY (10:45am):

01/06:  Daniel Wilt
              Becky Diehl
            Kathy Bickel

  Helen Weller

01/13:  Tabitha Becker
  Danielle Mattern
  Chrissy Cotter
  Alan Tyack

01/20:  Christine Hopkins
  Cathy McChessney
  Kirsten Davidhizar

   Alison Jones
01/27:  Jennifer Lake

  Doris Stalnaker
  Danielle Yingling
   Jessica Simonis
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Balance End of        October $22,512.86

Total receipts for  November $29,895.65

Total disbursements Nov.       $24,010.49

Balance End of    November   $28,398.02

A complete breakdown of this report is
available by request.

WEEKLY OFFERING

12/02           $3,707.74

12/09         $5,073.67

12/16         $2,322.81

12/23         $5,678.34

12/30    See Feb. Scroll

WORSHIP

12/02      232

12/09      222

12/16      206

12/23      249

12/30    See Feb. Scroll

SUNDAY SCHOOL

12/02            55

12/09            75

12/16   Pancake Breakfast No S.S.

12/23   Not Available

12/30   See Feb. Scroll

January items needed:  toilet
tissue, bars of soap, and all
non-perishables.

Please remember those in need
especially with the cold weather
upon us. All items can be
placed in the foyer area in the
box by the windows.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!!

FUNDRAISER

How about lunch or
dinner out?  Well, if you
go to the Ponderosa for
either, tell them you are
from Second Avenue
United Methodist Church
and the church will
receive 10 percent of the
amount spent.


