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Noah’s life was transformed by 40 days of rain

Moses’ life was transformed by 40 days on Mount Sinai.

The spies were transformed by 40 days of viewing the
Promised Land.

David’s life was transformed by Goliath’s 40 days of
challenging Israel.

Elijah was transformed when his strength lasted 40 days on a
supernatural meal God provided

The entire city of Nineveh was transformed when God gave

them 40 days to change.

Jesus was empowered for his public ministry of miracles by a

40 day experience in the wilderness.

The disciples were transformed when Jesus spent 40 days
with them after His resurrection.

REACHING SEEKERS,

BUILDING BELIEVERS IN CHRIST

God has set aside 40 day periods as times of
transformation. Learn more about two 40 day holy
periods right here at Second Avenue on pg. 13 & 14.

40
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2 Cont…

Journeys.
We are all on a journey.
Indeed, life is filled with journeys.

Not long ago, I went on a journey of sorts.  In fact many of you helped me on that
journey as I ran the Philadelphia marathon.  The interesting thing about journeys is that
you face many ups and downs…you face changes and twists and turns in the road before
you can get to the desired goal.  In fact, it is impossible to reach your final destination
without going through all the other elements that a journey has to offer.

I remember getting ready to begin the marathon in Philly…the cool air, the ripple of
excitement in the crowd, the sense of anticipation for the big event.  It all seemed so
wonderful (up!).  But then the race began…and after a few miles that excitement had
worn off and I began to wonder what I had gotten myself into as I started to get tired
(down!).

As the race continued I found myself encountering all sorts of people, including the
woman who at mile 10 pulled out her cell phone and began talking, WHILE SHE WAS
RUNNING---amazing (up!).  And then as we crossed mile 13 many people who were
running the HALF marathon began winding their way to the finish, and I realized that I
was then only HALF way finished and already exhausted (down!).  And so it continued
up and down throughout the entire journey.  I was feeling particularly down towards the
end of the race when something happened that made ALL the difference…I suddenly
realized that the course was lined with hundreds of screaming supporters---and guess
who they were cheering for?  That’s right….ME…and everyone else who was on the
marathon journey.  What made the journey most bearable---with all of its ups and
downs---was knowing that I was not alone…I had the support of all of you, my family,
and all of these races supporters who were there to shout words of encouragement.  And
THAT made all the difference!

We at Second Avenue are entering a season of journeys…both with the collective
Christian body in Lent and then ourselves as we journey together through 40 days of
purpose.

Beginning in this month of February we will be starting the Lenten journey…joining
Christ on the journey to the cross.  Let me encourage us to travel this journey as fully as
possible, with all of its highs and lows, ups and downs…beginning with Ash Wednesday
and ending at the Resurrection Celebration at Easter.

Then a few weeks after the Resurrection Celebration we will begin a journey that we
have never gone on together---the 40 days of purpose.  This will be a focused time on
discovering God’s purposes for us through intentional study together, specific sermon
themes, sharing in common reading, and relating with one another in small groups.



Lent: What is it? Why is it?

Lent is a forty-day season of preparation
for Easter. Lent always begins on a
Wednesday, called Ash Wednesday.
Why 40 days? Because, Jesus fasted and
was tempted in the wilderness for 40
days. Lent, then, is our time of fasting,
prayer, temptation and repentance.
In many languages, the word "Lent"
actually means "fast." This is where the
custom of giving up something for Lent
originated.
However, just to confuse things, Lent is
actually 46 days rather than 40 days.
Why? Because the 40 days of Lent are
supposed to be days of fasting, which
means days of discipline and self-
restraint. But Sunday, the Lord's Day,
should never be a day of fasting, but a day
of celebration! So each Sunday we
suspend our Lenten disciplines and
celebrate. Lent is 40 "fasting" days spread
out over a total of 46 days beginning on
Ash Wednesday.

Pastor’s Message Cont…
The key to BOTH of these journeys, to
traveling through all of the ups and downs
is for us to do it TOGETHER---to
remember that we are not alone in these
journeys.  Jesus traveled with disciples,
was baptized by John, and frequently
received hospitality in the homes of “every
day” people (even sinners!).  May we also
travel together…taking advantage of
sharing in Ash Wednesday together, early
morning communion times, and a very real
focus on the journey that Christ took all the
way to the cross.

Similarly, be looking for the many ways
that we will travel the 40 Days of Purpose
TOGETHER---through small groups,
Sunday school themes, spiritual growth
opportunities, and shared devotional
times.

Just as in my marathon, what truly made
the difference was NOT doing it alone, but
having people to support me in the ups and
downs.  It is imperative that we as a people
of God NOT go on these journeys
ALONE…God calls us to serve and to travel
in unity and in relationship.  In this
upcoming season of Lent and the 40 Days
of purpose may we realize the relationships
we have been blessed with and look to
support rather than criticize, serve rather
than gossip about, and encourage rather
than tear down.

Traveling TOGETHER will be the key to
reaching the destinations that God has in
store for us!  What an exciting time to be in
the journey!  May the next few months be
full of trips and a journey unlike any we
have ever had before!  Happy traveling…let
us help each other all the way to the end!

In ChrisT,, Matt 3



On February 6th we will celebrate the
beginning of Lent by recognizing Ash
Wednesday. Ashes will be administered
from 6:30am till noon and from 5-
7:30pm at the church. All are welcome to
participate.

A brief prayer/communion time will be
held Thursday mornings through Lent at
6:30am beginning February 7th.

If your Ministry team has an account and
you have not already done so, please turn
all audit information in to the office as
soon as possible.

Summer camp 2008 information is
here! Stop by the office and check it

out.

CABIN FEVER EVENTCABIN FEVER EVENTCABIN FEVER EVENTCABIN FEVER EVENT!!!!!!!!
Saturday, Feb. 2nd

10am-2pm
Second Avenue UMC

Come out of your hole & join us for FREE
food, fun, & prizes.

Ages 1 to 100 welcome

Sponsored by the Blair County Healthy
Community Partnership’s Family Health
Committee.

SPECIAL REQUEST

In need of black table cloths. Contact the
office if you can help.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS NOW!!

We will once again be traveling to the
state of Indiana during the week of
June 21-27 for a Mission trip. Please
consider joining us for this life-changing
trip. Also, during the week of July 20-26
we will be sharing in a Mission trip
experience RIGHT HERE IN
ALTOONA! Again, we hope that you
might be a part of this opportunity to
change lives, including your own! You are
welcome to be a part of one or both of
these service opportunities. Be looking for
more information to come!

Just A Thought…

If you genuinely seek to discover God’s
unfolding purpose for your life, you must ask
yourself this question:  “How does God want
me to serve others?”
Every single day God will give you
opportunities to serve Him by serving His
children. Welcome those opportunities as
they are a gift from God, His way of allowing
you to achieve greatness in His Kingdom.
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Upcoming Events:
Cabin Fever Event- Feb. 2nd

Souper Bowl of Caring- Feb. 3rd

Finance Mtg.- February 5th, 6pm
SPRC- February 5th, 6pm
Ad Council- February 5th, 7pm
Ash Wednesday- Feb. 6th

Lenten Fish Dinners- Begin Feb. 8th

1st Sunday in Lent- Feb. 10th

R.O.C.K. – February 6,13, 20, 27
Volleyball- Tuesdays in February



We wish to extend our deepest
sympathy to the family and friends of
Don Kyper who passed away on
Thursday, January 10, 2008. Don was a
beloved member of Second Avenue and
will be missed greatly by many.

Second Avenue Church, the King’s
Crusader’s Sunday school class and the
Bible study group lost a member when
God called Donald Kyper home on
January 10th at his home after a brief
illness.
Don was a former member of the Trinity
United Methodist Church. While there,
being an electrician, he helped with the
many projects they did. After coming to
Second Avenue he continued to use the
talent that God gave him.
Don attended the early Sunday morning
service and often he helped to collect the
offering. We will miss his little smile and
warm handshake.
We extend sympathy to his wife, JoAnn
and daughter, Debbie and his family and
friends.
Nellie Zeiders

I have heard your prayer, I have seen
your tears; behold, I will heal you…

2 Kings 20:5

The snow chased us home a little early
from our third Thursday Bingo day on
January 17th.
But not before we played in the morning
and had our lunch of homemade vegetable
soup, ham salad sandwiches, potato chips,
crackers and apple pie and ice cream.
There are always snacks to enjoy while we
play.
As always we open our meetings with
prayer. Our special prayer was for Jimmy
who had an important doctor’s
appointment.
It was Bill’ s birthday so we all sang to him
wishing him a happy day.
We were happy to have Patti Fabinyi and
Jennifer join us. They are welcome to join
us again.
As I reported before, Cindy resigned as
chairperson of the Sr. Fellowship Group.
We are happy to have Bertie and Bill,
Karen, Ruby, and Linda take over for her.
Norma also helped them.
Many thanks to them for the nice day we
had and the very good lunch they prepared
for us.
Nellie Zeiders.

We will be participating in a Lenten Lunch
series along with Bethany Lutheran and
Fifth Ave. UMC. Please join us at noon on
the following dates:

Wednesday, Feb. 13 at Fifth Ave. UMC

Wednesday, Feb. 20 at Bethany Lutheran

Wednesday, Feb. 27 at Second Ave. UMC

Please call 943-2072 if you have any
questions. 5
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Thank you to everyone who has
been there through everything. Also,
for making our Christmas a bit
easier. I cannot express how thankful
I am. Thank you again and God
Bless.

Tabitha and Christopher Becker

Thank You to all who participated
in the Advent Conspiracy
Offering, over $1,800 was
collected and will be divided
among the Nothing But Nets
Campaign, The Women’s
Domestic Abuse Shelter, Mission
Central, and The ministries at
Second Avenue UMC.

Many thanks to
all who

celebrated the
birth of Christ

here with us on
Christmas Eve,

over 380 people
were here to

celebrate this
most Holy
occasion!

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15th of each

month. Thanks!

Many thanks to Gretchen and
Jim Kennedy for making our
church look so nice during the
Christmas season. Also, thank
you to those who helped them.
Also thanks to all who had any
part in the programs that were
portrayed. All were lovely, they
made us feel the real meaning
of Christmas.

Nellie Zeiders

Members of Second Ave. UMC,
Thank you for the kindness shown during the illness and
death of my brother, Don Kyper.

I left Altoona after high school and believe me, I have never
met more kind and caring  people than you have at 2nd Ave.
The service was so comforting, when we left we were so
grateful that Don was loved by so many. He always spoke so
highly of his church family and now I know why.
Thank you to Tom and Danny for helping our brother, Fred,
with his wheelchair he is suffering from MS and depended
on Don for many things, he will surely miss him.
God bless all and keep up the excellent work. Don and I
always said we would meet in Heaven, until then I will have
many happy memories to remember
May God be with us all,
Ann McMearty

To the kind people of
Second Avenue,

Thank you for your
thoughtfulness. It was

greatly needed.
Cathleen Diehl

Many thanks to Dave and
Harriet Koelle for
donating a play pen to the
Senior Bingo for our
bingo babies!!

Karen, Bertie, and the
Bingo Babies



ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH DINNER
Every Friday in Lent

(Beginning February 8th!)
Sponsored by:

Second Avenue UMC Youth Group
Take-Outs Available

Adults $8      Under 12 $4
4:30PM - 7PM

CALLING ALL BAKERS! We will once again be asking for baked goods for dessert.
All baked goods can be dropped off in the church kitchen anytime on Fridays. Thanks
for your help.
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February Youth Events:

02/3    No Youth (Super Bowl)

02/10  Regular Youth 6-8pm

02/15, 16, 17, 18  Youth Retreat

02/24  Regular Youth 6-8pm

The youth will be participating in the
Souper Bowl of Caring again this year.
Please bring financial donations or non
perishable food items on Super Bowl
Sunday, February 3rd. The youth
members will collect these items at
each doorway after the 8:15 and 10:45
services. Last year 2nd Ave donated
103 cans and boxes of food and $143.17
for a local food bank. WOW! Please
support us again!

It is our goal to reach young seekers and equip
youth believers to share the hope of Jesus Christ.
All youth in grades 7th through 12th are invited to
attend. Typical meeting times are Sunday 6-8pm.
We share in games, devotion time, and prayer
during a regular youth night.
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Counters:

Edie Weible
Dee Perkins
Gene Ross

SOUND:

Wednesday practice:
02/06   Pat Hopkins
02/13   Curtis Davidhizar
02/20   Chris DeAntonio
02/27   Travis McChessney

Elevation:
02/02   Marshall Strait
02/09   Pat Hopkins
02/16   Curtis Davidhizar
02/23   Chris DeAntonio

Sunday Worship:
02/03:  Marshall Strait

   Wade Koelle
02/10:   Pat Hopkins
02/17:   Curtis Davidhizar
02/24:  Chris DeAntonio

NURSERY (Elevation):

02/02:    Jim Kennedy
   Gretchen Kennedy

02/09:    Andy Meilnick
   Bette Fischer

02/16:     Jennifer Jones
             Allison Jones

02/23     Not yet scheduled

GREETERS:

8:30am:
Bonnie Irwin
Bill & Marsha Kustaborder
10:45am:
Don Rhodes
Rick & Dee Simonis

POWER POINT:

Elevation:

02/02   Carl Fabinyi
02/09   Rachel Ferguson
02/16   Chris DeAntonio
02/23   Brian Koelle

 10:45am:

02/03   Carl Fabinyi
02/10    Rachel Ferguson
02/17    Chris DeAntonio
02/24   Brian Koelle

JR. CHURCH:

02/03: NO JR. CHURCH
02/10:  Sherri Hileman

  Holly Covert
02/17:   Priscilla Heidler

    Alison Jones
02/24   Diana McClure

  Seth Covert

READERS: (8;30am)

02/03  Harriet Koelle

02/10  Sharon Lang

02/17   Patti Fabinyi

02/24  Roger Morgan

NURSERY (10:45am):

02/03:  Daniel Wilt
               Becky Diehl

        Jennifer Fochler
  Helen Weller

02/10:  Tabitha Becker
           Christine Hopkins

               Chrissy Cotter
  Alan Tyack

02/17:  Danielle Mattern
              Marian Rice
          Kirsten Davidhizar

 Rachel Ferguson

02/24:  Jennifer Lake
               Terry Koelle

        Danielle Yingling
  Jessica Simonis



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS!!
1 Donald Kling

2 Garth Rhodes
Brandon Koelle

4     Helen Olewine

5     Chester Axon
    Steve Hazenstab

6     Christine Geist
Tammy Leighty

7     Lisa Hann

9     Lisa Anslinger
Cathy Nearhoof

11    Jacob Simonis

12     Michelle Knee
    Scott McCommons Jr.

14    Kyle Eberhart

18  Katharine Hann
 Don Watson

2 Scott & Jodie Williams
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19 Edwin Davis
Dave Koelle

24 Harriet Koelle

25 Tammy Peters

26 Fred Myers
Crystal Faust
Daniel Wilt

27 Vickie Axon

28 Scott McCommons



        The R.O.C.K.
          (Reaching Out to Community Kids)

The R.O.C.K. is off to an outstanding start in 2008. The number of children attending
is rising. It is becoming clearer that we are having a significant impact on our kids.

I hope that the new faces of several children have been noticed in church recently.
Several R.O.C.K. kids have been attending Elevation. We also have some of our kids in
church on Sunday. We have also extended many invitations to the parents of our kids
with several responses. The kids and their parents are growing curious what we are
doing here at Second Avenue that is so exciting.

One of the projects we are working on is a music and drama program. Patti Fabinyi and
Karen Hughes have stepped froward and offered their talents. The kids love the music.
It is so good to watch them sing and perform. All of us are thankful for Patti’s and
Karen’s efforts.

As our numbers increase, naturally the need for volunteers increases. Over the last few
years I have been told that many stayed away from the R.O.C.K. because of the
children’s behavior. We have had no children asked to leave the R.O.C.K. since
September. No issues with the kids except for the fact that kids are still kids.  Sure the
kids still run around and make a lot of noise. We are so blessed that they are able to do
this in our church, God’s house. Besides it is great to watch children have fun.

I ask all of you to consider spending some time with us. A few hours on any given
Wednesday. Most of our kids come from homes with very little love. All they really are
looking for is love. Someone to listen to them, someone to care. I truly believe that our
congregation has an abundance of love and caring. Please help us share this love.

Peace,
Danny Billetter, R.O.C.K. Director
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WE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVEWE LOVE
THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.THE R.O.C.K.!!!!!!!!

February R.O.C.K. Dates:

Feb. 6th

Feb. 13th

Feb. 20th

Feb. 27th  



THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Every time I see the Oil man in that
big silver truck, I think perhaps this
will be the day he will smile back to
me. I have seen him many times by
delivering oil, but I feel there is
something wrong in his life for he has
no smile to give, he never wants to
talk, and he seems angry.

He handed me the bill and responded
to my “Hello”. I ask him about his new
big truck and that opened the door.
He  talked about the new truck and
the cart and gave me a beautiful smile.
I was so surprised and felt lifted.
Finally his solemn face broke open.

God works in mysterious ways and
this was one of those ways and I felt so
thankful.

Have you smiled at anyone today?

Erdean
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Prayer at Second Avenue….

The power of prayer is not a topic of debate.

God’s word is full of promises regarding

prayer. Jesus prayed often. As we present our

joys and thanksgivings, wants and needs to

God in simple prayer, we have a PROMISE

from God himself that he hears our prayers,

and will do anything we ask as long as it is in

accordance with his will. In this New Year, let

us all commit or re-commit ourselves to

supporting the people and ministries of

Second Avenue with our prayers. This is one of

the most sacred yet simple ways that we can

support our church family. Everyone can pray.

It is not a “job” that needs done. The ability to

speak to God is a holy mystery, and the

greatest of privileges. Be intentional about

developing your prayer life. Consider joining

other members of our church family by praying

in the following ways: Set a time aside every

day just for prayer. God hears us all the time-

when were driving, scrubbing the floor or

working. However, the importance of a time

set aside just to be still, and abide in the

presence of God can not be overstated. Just

off the elevation room, you will find a “prayer

area”. Prayer requests are posted here on dry

erase boards. Make time throughout the week

to come here and present the thanksgivings

and needs of this church before our Father.

Sign our prayer calendar: We need someone to

be praying for this church everyday. Please

sign your name to the “Prayer Calendar” set up

on the easel at the back of the church. We all

pray for our church, but let your signature be a

sign of your promise to pray for this church

intentionally and frequently on your day. Join

together with others during our prayer

meeting time –Wednesday mornings from

9am to 10am.



Few things are as important as prayer.
Each month we list specific individuals
that we ask all of you to be in prayer for.
We would like to include these individuals
and specific focus points that we ask you
to be in prayer for as frequently as
possible:

Prayer Points

---For 2008 to be a year of Godly
     Transformation

---40 Days of Lent

---40 Days of Purpose

---The development and implementation
     of a thriving small group ministry

---Movement of God’s Holy Spirit

---Faithful Giving (willingness for ALL to
tithe)

---A focus beyond ourselves

---World Missions

---Forgiveness of sins both individual &

     corporate

---Intercessory Prayer

---A heart to invite others to know Christ

---Needed volunteers for all church
     ministries

---8:15am Worship Service

---10:45am Worship Service

---Elevation Worship Experience

---REACHING SEEKERS, BUILDING
              BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
---Unity

---Lack of gossip/rumors

---Trusting each other

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

Valley View: Mary Coldwell

Bellemeade Manor:  Cora Biddle, and
Audrey Hampton

Hillview Nursing Home:  Florence
Points

Lutheran Home:   Clara Daski,
Dorothy Edmundson, and Dorothy
Brooks

Hollidaysburg Veterans Home:  Jim
Fedesco

Altoona Center For Nursing Care:
Ken Shultz, and Helen Faust, Jay
McKnight, Barbara Allison

Presbyterian Home:  Alberta Krause
and Helen Eckels

Winds At Mattern Orchard:   Zoltan
and Mary Bakoss

Bon Secour:

Healthsouth Rehab.:

At Home:  Adaline McAuliffe, Gloria
Jackson, Pat Pavlic, Dorothy Leibegott,
Viola Miller, Lulu Nash, Clesta
Slogenhop, Shirley Criste, and Isabel
Woomer

baby Eric

If you would like to include a family
member or a loved one on our prayer
chain, please call the office at 943-2072.

     12



An Introduction to 40 Days of Purpose…
What could happen if an entire church were united in mind and spirit?  What if each
person in that congregation “got real” about living in biblical community?   What if a
person could know that they are fulfilling their God-given purpose in life?   What if?

In the weeks following Easter Sunday, our church has the opportunity to answer all of
these questions and more as we embark together on a journey through “40 Days of
Purpose”.

40 Days of Purpose is what is known as a spiritual growth campaign.  This type of
campaign has been utilized for years as a “map” for congregations who desire to
intentionally seek unity and spiritual growth.
At the heart of the campaign is a study of the book by Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven
Life.   As you may know, the goal of this book is to help each person answer the most
basic question in life, “What on earth am I here for?”  We will be exploring the principles
and teachings of this powerful book as several areas of our lives are brought into
alignment with one another.

Individual Participation
During the 40 Days, each member of the church is asked to read The Purpose Driven
Life, by Rick Warren.   This book is divided into 40 short chapters, designed to be read
one-a-day for the duration of the Campaign.

Group Participation
For several months now, we have been discussing the transformational power of living
in true biblical community as God intended us to do.  During the campaign we will be
ushering in a new focus on living in true Koinonia.  As we begin our journey through our
40 Days of Purpose, we will be offering exciting new small group opportunities.    All of
our Sunday school classes will be provided with the opportunity to utilize a special 40
Days of Purpose curriculum that will perfectly complement the other elements of the
campaign.

Corporate Worship Participation
Pastor Matt and our worship team will be offering meaningful worship experiences that
are based on the 40 Days of Purpose principles.  When we are all “on the same page”
with our personal devotions and group studies -just imagine how powerful our weekend
services will be!

Imagine for a moment the impact on your church when each person is living out the 40
Days of Purpose principles, and when those individual are living in powerful
community with their small group and/or Sunday school class, and when those
groupings  of people are experiencing the power of the principles as an entire
congregation!  40 Days of Purpose

This journey throughout the 40 Days of Purpose will allow each person to live even more
fully into our vision of Reaching Seekers and Building Believers in Christ.  Reach out to
seekers by inviting family and friends who are may not be connected to a church family
to join us throughout this journey.

13



DivorceCare-Find Help, Discover Hope,
Experience Healing

Divorced? Separated? You don't have to
go through it alone. At DivorceCare, you
will become part of a small support group
of people who are also experiencing
separation and divorce. You'll meet others
who understand what you are feeling and
who will be able to offer you
encouragement. You are welcome to
begin attending the DivorceCare group
any week. Our DivorceCare Small Group
will begin meeting on Fridays, from 7-
9pm at the Koinonia House at 118
Second Avenue, Altoona. Each session
is "self-contained" and you can continue
throughout the next cycle to view any
topics you have not seen.

Weekly Topics: What's Happening to
Me?, The Road to Healing/Finding Help,
Facing My Anger, Facing My Depression,
Facing My Loneliness, What Does the
Owners Manual Say?, New Relationships,
Financial Survivial, KidCare, Single
Sexuality, Forgiveness, Reconciliation,
Moving On..Growing Closer to God.

KANGO KLUB

Kangaroo Klub mentors are still needed.

Please check out the bulletin board in the
front of the sanctuary, look at the photos,
take a list of the instructions and
prayerfully consider mentoring one or
several Kangaroo Kids. You will make a
difference in a person’s life, maybe now or
maybe sometime in their future a lost soul
will remember a caring mentor and turn
to God and to a church family.

Questions, suggestions, etc… please
call or see Jean at 942-2742.

Build Believers by committing yourself to
participate in a small group where you
can support others and tap into the
potential for transformation that small
group life offers.   Encourage those you
are connected with to do the same.

We have an amazing opportunity before
us.  We have the chance to step out
together on a journey toward greater
spiritual maturity, real Christian
community and unprecedented unity of
our congregation.   Begin to pray for the
Holy Spirit to move powerfully through
our church during the 40 Days of
Purpose.  Take your personal involvement
in the aspects of this campaign seriously-
to follow the map. If we all commit to
participating in this journey that is 40
Days of Purpose, we will see the answers
to these questions…

What could happen if an entire church
were united in mind and spirit?  What if
each person in that congregation “got
real” about living in biblical community?
What if a person could know that they are
fulfilling their God-given purpose in life?
What if?

Jennifer Jones
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“Passions”
Stand up.  Sit down.  Read this.  Sing that.  Listen.  Watch.  Recite.

Stand up.  Sit down…  Should we go on?  If we are honest, this is the
ultimate temptation as we come to worship on Sunday mornings.  Do this
thing.  Do that thing.  Follow this routine.  The expression of the Holy Spirit
is in the equation somewhere, just buried behind rhetoric, clichés, and
rituals.  At times, we never get past it.

It’s funny to me that one of the most free places for us to let loose
and be passionate is during sporting events—or perhaps watching them.
Trust me, two years ago when Kobe Bryant hit a buzzer-beating jumper
from the elbow to defeat the Phoenix Suns, in the playoffs, I was authentic
and passionate.  Raising my hands.  Raising my voice.  Shouting.  True and
honest excitement, as a result of something and someone I truly loved (in
fact, I think I might have ended up sprawled out on the floor after that
particular victory).  What if our attitude and expression towards the living
God mirrored the excitement and faithfulness we showed towards our
favorite sports teams, television shows, and other things that can’t claim
the name “Alpha and Omega?”  I’m challenged by this every day.

What if we brought these first two paragraphs together in a real way?
I find myself asking at times, “Did the God of the universe send his son
Jesus to die the worst death in history so that we could be really good at
our routines?”  Or was the veil between us and God torn that day (Matthew
27:50-51) so that we could experience life past these external
characteristics?  Relevant dramas, cool PowerPoints, and beautiful flowers
on the altar are great conduits to God, but these things are not the end in
themselves.  The veil that separated us from God was ripped in two so that
we could “approach the throne with confidence” (Hebrews 4:4-16).  Isn’t
this exciting?  No more mediators.  No more waiting.  The living God dwells
in our hearts!

How will this reality affect our expressions of worship?  Will knowing
that the same God who created the galaxies is dwelling in you ignite a
visible passion in you?   I encourage us, as a church, to move beyond just
our motions—whether it be in any of our three services.  God wants more
than our motions—He wants our passion.

Pete
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Balance End of    November $28,398.02

Total receipts for  December $21,433.67

Total disbursements Dec.       $24,835.42

Balance End of    December   $24,996.27

A complete breakdown of this report is
available by request.

WEEKLY OFFERING

12/24 & 30           $5,432.40

01/06         $4,633.03

01/13         $3,285.35

01/20         $2,748.24

01/27            $4,054.46

WORSHIP

12/24      384

12/30      223

01/06      274

01/13      257

01/20         233

01/27      254

SUNDAY SCHOOL

12/30            51

01/06            45

01/13    69

01/20  69

01/27   90

February items needed:
toilet tissue, bars of soap, and
all non-perishables.

Please remember those in
need especially with the cold
weather upon us. All items
can be placed in the foyer area
in the box by the windows.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
HELP!!

FUNDRAISER

How about lunch or
dinner out?  Well, if you
go to the Ponderosa for
either, tell them you are
from Second Avenue
United Methodist Church
and the church will
receive 10 percent of the
amount spent.


