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FROM THE
S PASTOR

This was my first thought the day that our firstl@hAlex was born. After so much
anticipation and preparation, the big event finallyived, and after MUCH work and labor
(obviously more for Jenn than for me!) we finalkperienced the reality of NEW LIFE among
us! What a day that was! We had waited a long fion that new life to come among us.
WOOOHOOOO0O!

But imagine if we had said, “WOW, I'm sure glad thappened!” and we enjoyed
Alex’s birth day, and then everyone went aboutrthermal business and Jenn and | left her at
the hospital and went back to our “regular” livésow crazy would that be? How irresponsible
of us would that be? How absurd would it be tongbgo much time in anticipation of this new
life that would affect our life in every way, antten have it burst among us, and then ignore it
after it arrived?

Most of us would agree that this would be absojupeéposterous on our part. And yet,
when it comes to the new life and reality of thenlg Jesus Christ, the Risen One, the Messiah
who comes forth from the tomb, this is EXACTLY whmaany of us do in regards to that new
life!l WOOOHOOOOOO!! He lives! Christ Jesus lvéoday!

After months of journey TOWARDS the cross we cawmejoice in the joy that comes
AFTER the cross!!!!

Jesus does indeed live and move and breathe ansongeustill comes touching,
surprising, and showing up in the most unexpeclkecegs—behind locked doors! In stone cold
hearts! In churches used to doing it their own w&n beaches! You never know where Jesus
iS going to show up next to share new life, andmested life!

Just ask some of those first followers (“You stdlubt Thomas..here touch my
wounds.” (John 20:27) “Since you do not yet recegme Mary | will call you by name...”
(John 20:16) and she saw Jesus clearly. Or in theemost ordinary of places we find Jesus
speaking... “Hey guys come have breakfast with mbr{R1:12).” You see, new life
EVERYWHERE! WOOOHOOOOO! This is the good news fesrwho follow Christ!

Yet for many of us this good news is short-livEdr many of us Easter remains a one
day celebration rather than an introduction toa nay of life that continues forever. We often
forget that the Resurrection was not a one timateieelook back on with only nostalgia, but a
history-shaping event for all time. The Resur@ctof Christ DID happen, and continues to
happen each and every day. The Kingdom of Goddalide, and STILL continues...and will
come AGAIN!

In Christ,
Matt



Upcoming Events:

Finance Mtg.- April 1, 6pm

SPRC - April 1, 6pm

Trustees — April 1, 6pm

Ad Council Mtg. — April 1, 6pm
Stewardship Sunday — April 6"
Congregational Luncheon — April 6t
Connection Event — April 13

40 Days of Purpose begins - April 20
R.0.C.K. — April 2nd | 9t /16t 23rd | 30t

Summer camp 2008 information is
here! Stop by the office and check it
out.
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— Softball sign-up sheets ~
have been placed at each

entrance of the church and

@ in the foyer area for anyone @
who is interested in playing @

@ this year.

*Please Note*

Pastor Matt will be out of town from April
7th through the 18th. In case of emergency
please call the office at 943-2072 or Cindy

Lamb at 943-9975.

Spaghetti Dinner

Tickets are still available for the Spaghetti
dinner to be held at Bishop Guilfoyle HS
on April 5th from 3-6pm. Tickets are
$5.00 for adults and $3.50 for children.
Please see Danny Billetter or call the
office at 943-2072.

Mission Trip Opportunities: Please
let Pastor Matt know as soon as possible
if you are interested in attending either
the Indiana Mission trip from June
21-27, the Altoona Mission Trip
from July 20-26, or both. We hope
that you might be a part of this
opportunity to change lives, including
your own!

Fresh Air Fund

A few weeks ago a flyer was enclosed in
your bulletins regarding the Fresh Air
Fund. It is a program where inner city
New York children are brought into rural
homes for 2 weeks during the summer.
Altoona is one of the rural areas where
children visit every year. It isa very
rewarding experience!! If you are
thinking about opening your heart and
your home to a child this summer please
let me know as soon as possible. If you
are undecided or have questions please
feel free to contact me. Thank you!!
Kathy Bickel

041-2683

The one who blesses others is abundantly
blessed; those who help others are
helped.

Proverbs 11: 25



THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Many of you know I put a small prayer in
my envelopes and people tell me how
much they appreciate the prayer.

I have a friend who writes often, but I
did not end with a prayer because she
has her own way and I felt she would
not appreciate the prayer. But, one
month I did enclose one and she wrote
back that she was planning a church
program and would use the prayer. I
felt the light from the Lord and I was
so surprised.

One never knows how our God will work.
We just have to trust that all will be well
and be so thankful.

Let the Spirit lead you daily.
Erdean

Lead a life

worthy of the Calling ..

making every effort
to maintain the unity

of the Sirit in
the bond of P€ACE.

Ephesians 4:1-3

On Resurrection Sunday we were honored to
celebrate new life in our congregation in a
number of ways.

Please join us in celebrating New Life
through Baptism with:

John Barefoot
Christopher Becker
Tabatha Becker
Kurt Friedenberger
Devin Michael Snyder

Please join us in celebrating New Life
through Discipleship with:

New Members:
Karen Anderko
Tabatha Becker

Andrew Bollinger
Mary Ann Cook
Jenifer DeBlois

Jose Ganzalez
Tanya Lauver
Marcy Mathieu
Erin Miller
Donald Rice
Tiffany Rice

Confirmands:
John Barefoot
David Bickel
Carl Fabinyi
Kurt Friedenberger
Alison Jones
Alexis Koelle




40 Days of Purpose

Our church-wide journey through the 40 Days of Purpose begins Sunday April 20th!
Be sure to get the most from the 40 Days of Purpose!!!

1. Read a chapter from The Purpose Driven Life everyday. You should begin reading
DAY 1 on Sunday, April 20th. The books will be provided here at the church and can be
picked up at our Connection event on Sunday April 13t from 9:30 to 10:30am
and 12:00 to 1:00pm. The connection event will be held in the elevation room. If you
already have a copy of The Purpose Driven Life, this will be the same book we are
providing at the connection event. If you need a book, we ask that you make a donation
of $7 at the connection event if you are able, or bring $1 each week to your small group
or Sunday school meeting.

2. Join a Sunday school group or small group opportunity. Don’t miss out on the life
changing experiences that occur in small groups! A list of our Sunday school and small
group opportunities is in the April Scroll. A listing will also be available at the 40 Days of
Purpose information table outside the main office. You can join a group by contacting

Jennifer Jones at 814-943-2072, or jenniferjones76 @aol.com or by signing up at our
connection event on April 13th.

3. Commit to faithfully attending at least one of our 3 weekend worship services every
week during the 40 Days of Purpose.

Elevation, Saturdays at 5:30, Traditional worship, Sundays at 8:15am, or Contemporary
worship, Sundays at 10:45.

For more information, or if you have any questions, contact Jennifer Jones at the church
office: 943-2072 or jenniferjones76@aol.com

22
Connection
Event
Sunday, April 13, 2008 9:30am-10:30am & 12:00pm-1pm

Take this opportunity to browse the Small Group Opportunities that will be available
during the 40 Days of Purpose and choose the group that will best suit your needs. Small
group leaders will be available to answer any questions you may have. It is our hope that
all of us will find a group to be involved in and experience the joy of Small group living.
We look forward to seeing you there!!

Day of Prayer & Fasting Saturday, April 19 10am-1pm

Please join us for a day of Prayer and Fasting. We are setting aside this special day in
preparation of our 40 Days of Purpose, which will begin on Sunday April 20th. A 24hour
fast will begin at 10am and a 12 hour fast will begin at 10pm concluding at a special
communion service on Sunday, April 20t . We will meet here at the church for a time of
music, devotions, a prayer walk, and prayer. Child care and beverages will be provided.
Please join us for this special time as we prepare our church and our hearts for the 40
Days of Purpose. 5



40 Days of Purpose
Sunday School & Small Group Opportunities

Men's Bible Study Group: Led by Steve Boyer Sunday Mornings at 9:30 Upstairs at
the Koinonia House

Women’s Bible Study Group: Led by Lisa Hann Sunday Mornings at 9:30,
Downstairs at the Koinonia House

Creating Community: Led by Matt Lake & Jennifer Jones Sunday Mornings at 9:30.
*Members of the Sunday night Men’s and Women’s’ groups will meet here weekly
throughout the 40 Days of Purpose. All others are welcome that want to fully participate
in the 40 Days of Purpose. Meets in Sunday school room just off the fellowship hall.
Jr. Sr. High Department: Led by Sharon Lang Sunday Mornings at 9:30 Upstairs
Church Youth Room

Sunshine Class: Led by Ginny Webber Sunday Mornings at 9:30 in the Church
Elevation Room, under balcony

Deborean Class: Led by Jackie Ross Sunday Mornings at 9:30 in the Church
Elevation room, under balcony

King’s Crusaders Class: Led by Doris Brennecke Sunday Mornings at 9:30 in the
Church Fellowship Hall

Living Alone: Led by Shirley Trindle Friday evenings at the Church. For widows,
widowers, and anyone else who finds themselves living alone. Prayer, bible study,
fellowship & fun. In the Fellowship Hall

Moms of Babies & Toddlers: Led by Kim Ferguson and Christine Hopkins on
Tuesday evenings in the Elevation Room, under balcony (close to the nursery)

Guitar Players: Led by Don Ferguson on Tuesday evenings in the Elevation room,
upstairs balcony

Singles-21 — 30: Led by Tony Greiner ,Tuesday evenings downstairs at the Koinonia
House

Single Moms: Led by Jennifer Jones on Tuesday evenings in the Upstairs craft room
Excited about what?: Led by Spring Flemming on Tuesday evenings. For everyone
who wants to intentionally explore their faith- good for those who may consider
themselves “new” to the church. In the Youth Room

*Women’s Group: Led by Danielle Mattern, meets every other Sunday in a group
members’ home. Please see Creating Community group

*Men’s Group: Led by Pete Harry, meets every other Sunday in a group members’
home. Please see Creating Community group

Couples-20s and 30s: Led by Pastor Matt & Jennifer Lake Tuesday Evenings For
married couples who are in their 20s and 30s. Will meet in the Ad Council Room
Living Beyond Addiction: Led by Mary Ann Cook Tuesday Evenings. For all those
who may be battling drug or alcohol addiction, and those living beyond addiction. Will
meet in the Sunday school room just off the fellowship hall stage.

Exploring Authentic Small Group Life: Led by John & Kathy Davidhizar, Tuesday
evenings. (More information to come) 6
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A \nuge Fonks to Pawnny for s
tweless efforts and dedcation

The youth group would like to thank the congregation for
their continued support of the fish dinners. Thanks for the
great time of fellowship. And a special thanks to Randy and
Sharon Lang who give so much of their time to make these
meals possible.

Thanks, 2nd Ave. Youth Group

Also, we thank Steve and Denise Boyer for all of their begin-
the-scenes work to make the fish dinners happen this year
ad for giving so much time and effort to this cause!

AND we thank all of YOU for all the desserts, volunteering,
and general support in coming to the meals. Your
involvement is the key to making this happen each year.

Yo the RO.CK. progrom. Keep up
the GREAT wovk!!
R.0.CK.K\ds and Nolunteers

A special thank you to our altar

person for February, Gina Barefoot,

Tk
o
Gretchen & Jim
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We wish to extend our sympathy tg
Jim Copulos and family on the
passing of Jim’s father, Milton
Coplus. Milton passed away at

Baltimore-Washington Medial
Center in Glen Burnie.

And also to the family and friends g
Jay McKnight who passed away on
Sunday, March 17, 2008.

Our prayers are with you in your
time of sorrow.

A number of months ago we supported the college campus
students through a pancake breakfast to help send them to
Jubilee (A Christian conference in Pittsburgh). Here are
some of the wonderful things that happened. Thank you for
your support:

Dear Family and Friends,

| am reporting back to you with excitement and
praise! Over the weekend of Feb. 15-17, | was able to take
over 30 college students to the annual Jubilee Conference
held in Pittsburgh. The conference is sponsored by the CCO
for the purpose of teaching college students how to live out
their Christian faith.

The sessions were amazing with speaker like
Charles Colson, Donald Miller, and Tony Dungy. The
students participated in praise and worship through music,
heard some inspirational messages, and learned about
social injustices happening around the world. They were
able to choose from a number of engaging break-out
sessions delivered entirely from a Christian perspective.

Several students that attended the conference made
life-long decisions to dedicate their work and abilities for the
kingdom. Other students for the first time made decisions to
follow and accept Christ into their lives! It was amazing!
Thank you for your prayers! Thank you all and God Bless,
Curt Wright

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15t of each

month. Thanks!

v




PRAYER PAGE

Few things are as important as prayer.

We would like to include these individuals

and specific focus points that we ask you
to be in prayer for as frequently as
possible:

Prayer Points

---For 2008 to be a year of Godly
Transformation

---A willingness to celebrate life through
the 40 Days of Purpose

---The development and implementation
of a thriving small group ministry

---Movement of God’s Holy Spirit

---Responsive hearts for Stewardship
Sunday

---A willingness to change

---World Missions

---Forgiveness of sins both individual &
corporate

---A heart to invite others to know Christ

---Needed volunteers for all church
ministries

---8:15am Worship Service

---10:45am Worship Service

---Elevation Worship Experience

---Unity in Spirit

---Increased diversity to reflect all people

---Lack of gossip/rumors

---Trusting each other

---Creative individuals who can share
their gifts in the church body

---NEW LIFE

---Removal of barriers to NEW Life

---Excitement to give ourselves &

resources to the building of God’s

Kingd
ngdom c

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

Valley View: Mary Coldwell
Bellemeade Manor: Cora Biddle, and
Audrey Hampton

Hillview Nursing Home: Florence
Points

Lutheran Home: Clara Daski,
Dorothy Edmundson, and Dorothy
Brooks

Hollidaysburg Veterans Home: Jim
Fedesco

Altoona Center For Nursing Care:
Ken Shultz, and Helen Faust, Barbara
Allison

Presbyterian Home: Alberta Krause
and Helen Eckels

Winds At Mattern Orchard: Zoltan
and Mary Bakoss

Bon Secour:

Healthsouth Rehab.:

At Home: Gloria Jackson, Pat Pavlic,
Dorothy Leibegott, Viola Miller, Lulu

Nash, Clesta Slogenhop, Shirley Criste,
and Isabel Woomer

&

HOSPITALZ,

None to report! ©
WHAT A JOY!!

If you would like to include a family
member or a loved one on our prayer
chain, please call the office at 943-2072.




STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
TITHING
Praise the Lord!!
When asked if | would do this my answer was sik#ien | was younger | probably would
have said “oh”, I don’'t know but later on in lif@Ww much time do we have to tell others how
important it is to take “God” at his “word” and suhim. God has seen us through the death of
2 children and a granddaughter; but we’ve beersbteby knowing he is always there for us.
My husband lost his job after 29 years of servigewve got through and things were even
better. We’ve had drug problems in our family Bad allowed these things to happen so we
can be a witness to someone else. He teachedas‘tivankful forall things”. While reading
our devotions one morning diamonds were mentioded,ou ever think about the punishment
that piece of “coal” goes through to become soafale? Every trial is so important for our
Christian walk. During all of these problems, we as a family never forgot our obligations
to our church and Sunday school classthey are our family!! We are so blessed to have all
of you who belong to the family of Christ that wadldriends. Why does it take so long to
realize the Blessings of belongings?
God Bless you all''Beverly McKee

On Sunday April 6th, we desire to reaffirm our giving covenant. Wk tsat you prayerfully
consider how you may increase your financial commaiit to the building of God's Kingdom

in this place. Please see the covenant form belevide how much you would like to increase
your giving. You may mail your response to therchuwffice (Attn: Edie Weible) or offer

your renewed commitment on Sunday April 6th dutimg service.

We hope that you can stay for a light lunch immtadyafollowing the 10:45 service to
celebrate God's faithfulness among us.

Please keep this day in your prayers.
Kathy Bickel, Finance Committee Chair
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx
REACHING SEEKERS/BUILDING BELIEVERS
2008 GIVING COVENANT

My current monthly giving is

A covenant to increase nif ONTHLY giving by: $10 $25
__ $50 %100
Other (Please Specify)
For a total of $ pERFONTH.
Name

*Note: The information on our covenant card remainsrdidential covenant between you
and God. Only the person who counts up all thdscaiill have any access to the amount you
prayerfully decide upon, and that amount will netdhared with anyone else.

9



What League are you in — What league is your church in?
By: Rev. Dr. Tom Salsgiver

I was fascinated and, frankly, disturbed by an article in People magazine,
December 24, 2006 issue. It was an article about people who give away half of their
money. The article gave three examples of people who are committed to living more
simply so others would have more. The examples aren’t all wealthy people.

One person earned $16,000 last year and gave away $8,000. Another woman
received an inheritance of $550,000 and gave away $425,000.

These persons are part of the fifty percent league. The fifty percent league is a
group of people who give away fifty percent of everything thy make.

I was so intrigued by the article and these people that I wet to the website they
talked about. It is www.boldergiving.org/This website was started by two people who
wanted to encourage people to figure out their full giving potential to be able to give
money away.

I do a lot of Consecration Sunday services throughout our conference. Frankly, I
haven’t run into anyone who said to me, “Tom, we give fifty percent of our income to
thechurch and to the poor.” Rather, more often I run into finance committees,
stewardship committees, and church leaders who list a whole host of reasons why their
church should not be talking about giving and about tithing. I have heard all the
reasons about why we should not, why we cannot, why we are not able to give and to
tithe.

While many church members say they believe and live by biblical mandates, the
giving of our churches shows that we aren’t in the fifty percent league of giving; most
of the time we don’t even make it in the three percent league.

Yet here is a secular organization which lifts up and tells story after story after
story of persons of all ages who have made conscious decisions to give away much of
their earnings. I wonder what God thinks about the dichotomy of this organization
that encourages people to give their money away versus we in the church who make all
kinds of excuses not to give our money and to keep it stored up “for a rainy day”?

10




ALTOONA HUB SCHOOL KITS GO TO AFRICA

Yesterday, | was privileged to be at Mission Cdnitaen Arms Around Africa was
loading a container for Sierra Leone. | had neeensone of the hundreds of containers that
Mission Central has sent all over the world, sabkwnxious to watch what happens. The
container looked just like those we see all theton trucks on the highways and on the trains
going around the Horseshoe Curve - a BIG enclosstdlrhox. Its contents have to be
inventoried, weighed, and in this case labeledaghtere items are to go.

There were about 10-12 women and men loading ackingaevery inch of the
container with supplies. These supplies includeé\® wheelbarrows to be used in fixing a
very bad 9 miles of road, a truck transmissiondbag old truck back into service in Sierra
Leone, an x-ray machine, hymnals, Bibles, churchiture, wheelchairs, crutches, books for
the seminary library, some riding toys for childrand many more items....... BUT the thing
that | want to tell you is that a whole pallet (823f school kits from OUR ALTOONA
MISSION CENTRAL HUB were loaded on that containBrey were marked with yellow dots
to go to the school administrator of Maculey Merab@ommunity School.

Maculey Community School is a school in Sierra Letimat was begun in 2001 with 5
children in a thatched hut and now has 122 childreéhcement floored buildings, with a well,
and an outhouse all built by mission teams. Theaslhas 6 teachers who each are paid
$50/month. Children come from the surrounding &uggs for first through sixth grades. The
administrator's brother was at Mission Centralgekty and he showed me pictures of the
school and the classrooms filled with desks andrsti@at were sent earlier from Mission
Central. He proudly told me that the 16 childrerovithok the test for high school from this
school all passed. They hope to give those childreycles when they graduate since they will
have to go 8 miles to high school. The Maculey stdoes not have any fees which makes
education possible for these children but the puddhools have prohibiting fees that many
cannot afford.

What a wonderful thing to withess - how the rulgraper, erasers, crayons, pencils,
pencil sharpeners, scissors collected from ouroh&oDistrict and put in lovingly handmade
cloth bags are on their way to young children ieri Leone. Please know what a difference
you are making. | stand in AWE of what amazing ¢isitod is doing and thank God for you
and your support of missions in the Altoona Distric

Gratefully,
Jean Norris
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS!!

Tricia Harren
Becky Ross

Eric Mattern

Jeff Anslinger

E. Randy Grove
Richard Irvin
Carcy Ardrey
Shawn Harren
John Jacksonson
Sandy Hankinson
Patty Ingham
Alicia Friedenberger
Mary Coldwell
Donna Porter

Emily Geist

Steve Porter

Chris Ferguson

Evelyn Kling
Nicole Hileman

19 Florence Points

20 Damian J. Branas

21 Louise Benn
Jamie Grove

22 Barry Wright
Karen Hughes

23 Alexis Koelle
Cory Woodcock

25 David Bickel
Alex Lake
Jamie Rickabaugh

26 Sherri Hileman

27 William Noye
Grace Mattern

Sharon Covert
30 Mitchell Stevens

i CELEBRATING AN N\
- Annversaro N,
| O

| 2 Todd & Jessie Covert !
| 14 Paul & Edie Weible i
i 21 Karl & Jamie Freidenberger
.+ 27 Jim & Betty Fedesco



SERVING IN APRIL

POWER POINT:

Elevation:

04/05 Curtis Davidhizar
04/12 Brian Koelle
04/19 Daniel Wilt
04/26 Jennifer Jones

10:45am:

04/06 Curtis Davidhizar
04/13 Brian Koelle
04/20 Daniel Wilt
04/27 Jennifer Jones

SOUND:

Wednesday practice:
04/09 Chrissy Cotter
04/16 Pat Hopkins
04/23 Curtis Davidhizar
04/30

Elevation:

04/05 Marshall Strait
04/12 Chrissy Cotter
04/19 Pat Hopkins
04/26 Curtis Davidhizar

Sunday Worship:
04/06 Marshall Strait
Wade Koelle
04/13 Chrissy Cotter
04/20 Pat Hopkins
04/27 Curtis Davidhizar

COUNTERS:

To Be Announced

GREETERS:
8:15am:

Bill & Marsha Kustaborder

Shirley Trindel

10:45am:
Rick & Dee Simonis
Don Rhodes

READERS: (8:15am)

04/06 Kathy Bickel
04/13 Harriet Koelle
04/20 Sharon Lang
04/27 Roger Morgan

JR. CHURCH:

04/06: NO JR. CHURCH
04/13: Lisa Hann
04/20: Sherri Hileman
04/27 Gina Barefoot

13

NURSERY (Elevation):
04/05 TBA

04/12 Jim Kennedy
Gretchen Kennedy
04/19 Christine Hopkins
Bette Fisher

04/26 Jennifer Lake
Donna Lysinger

NURSERY (10:45am):

04/06: Daniel Wilt
Rachel Ferguson

Jennifer Fochler
Helen Weller

04/13: Tabitha Becker
Chrissy Cotter
Terry Koelle

04/20: Danielle Mattern
Marian Rice
Kirsten Davidhizar
Jenn Dublois

04/27: Jennifer Lake
Jes Simonis
Danielle Yingling
Alan Tyack
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