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Sundays at: 

8:15am 
Traditional 

Sundays at: 
10:45am 

Contemporary 

Saturdays at: 
5:30pm 

Elevation 

Worship With Us: 

March 2009 

Pastor:  Matthew  E. Lake 

Second Avenue UMC 

The Scroll 

Visit us at: 
www.2ndaveumc.org 

E-Mail: 
2ndaveumc@verizon.net 

 
Phone:  (814) 943-2072 

Fax:  (814) 943-4453 
 

 

 

 

 

Reaching Seekers, Building  
Believers in Christ 

Dates to Remember:  

April 7th  Ad Council 
April 1&8 Lenten Lunch Bach 

April 2&9 prayer/communion 

April 5    Palm Sunday 

April 9    Maundy Thursday 

April 10  Good Friday 
April 10&11 Prayer Vigil 

April 12   Resurrection Sunday 

And light burst into the darkness, and the dark-
ness could not overcome it. 

Journeying with Christ to His death and  

Resurrection and beyond...    
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CAPTIVATED BY A VISION… 

Has your life ever been so dominated by a vision that there was nothing else you would 
do until that vision was fulfilled?  Have you ever been so captivated by what “yet could 
be” that it propelled everything else you did?  Have you ever been so consumed by imagi-
native possibility that you were willing to go through the dark times in order to get to the 
promised land? 

If not, then let us focus on Jesus at this amazing time of year.  As we continue this jour-
ney through Lent to the cross, we see the entire life of Jesus caught up in one unfaltering 
vision: His march to the cross.  With a deep intensity and single-mindedness Jesus lived 
into this dominating vision for his life in pursuing God’s purposes for His life---even go-
ing through pain and death in order to reach new life! 

In this process Jesus trusted. He walked in faith.  He did not waver from the path… liter-
ally or figuratively.  Over and over again Jesus articulates this vision of the cross that 
dominates his life---check out Mark 8:31 or Mark 9:31 or Mark 10:33-34.  Repeatedly Je-
sus tells His disciples that He must go to the cross, suffer, die, and be raised again!  THIS 
is the vision and reality that drove Jesus in all that He did.  It is now the vision and real-
ity that we celebrate this month through Jesus’ death and Resurrection.  Let us not miss 
the power and focus on this high calling and vision that so captured the life of Jesus AND 
that He invites us into as well. 

Part of what is so powerful about this vision for the life of Jesus is how imaginative it is.  
It had never been done before.  In the history of creation nothing like this had ever oc-
curred.  And because of it life was set free, death was conquered, possibility erupted, and 
Godly imagination once again moved throughout creation!  Relationship (between God 
and humanity) was restored and hope was again a reality!  All because of the power of 
one, imaginative, dominating vision for the life of Jesus! 

What about us?  Could we dare to live into such a vision?  Could we also surrender to 
God’s imagination for our lives?   

The Resurrection at Easter is the perfect time to remember how creative, inventive, and 
imaginative the Lord really is.  It is the perfect time to remember that Jesus comes and 
lives among us still and defeats the dark powers in our world.  It is the perfect time to re-
member that we are led to new places, places we have never been before.  And it is the 
perfect time to remember that the Lord has a “dominating” vision for our lives as well… 
one leading to life and possibility and newness and creation. 

Second Avenue, I sincerely believe that the Lord has given us a dominating vision of 

Cont..
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• Unity In Spirit 

• Godly provision 

• Growth of small groups 

• A heart to invite others to 
know Christ 

• Lack of gossip/rumors 

• Trusting each other 

• Staff of the Church 

• A heart for Stewardship 

• Transformational focus 

• Increased diversity to    
reflect all people 

                                                                                    PRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGEPRAYER PAGE     

Please be in prayer for: 

• Experience the full Impact of 
the Resurrection 

• New Life 

• A Faith-In-Christ Explosion 

• Prayer for the success of the 
20/20 vision project 

• Hearts  & Willingness for 
Prayer 

• Movement of God’s Holy 
Spirit 

• People desiring to serve & use 
God-given gifts 

• Experience of God’s 
love 

• Removal of barriers 
to new life and 
spiritual  growth 

• Growth in Seekers 

Few things are as important as prayer 

transformation through Reaching Seekers and Building Believers in Christ.  May we be 
captivated by it.  May we, like Jesus, be drawn into it with a singleness of mind and 
deep intensity that we may experience the new life it brings.  Throughout this Scroll 
you will notice the many ways we are “dominated” by this vision that leads to new life 
and possibility: including our focus on Experiencing God, Growing in God, and Con-
necting with God.  You will see this vision being birthed through imagination and the 
20/20 Vision project, which will even allow the facility itself to be aligned with this vi-
sion.  And you will see it in how we attempt to live our lives together at Second Avenue. 

Had Jesus wavered, the cross would never have become a reality.  Had Jesus lost focus 
on the vision for His life, death would have been the final say.  But He did not, and we 
are the beneficiaries of God’s imagination and Jesus’ obedience to that vision.  The 
same is true for us Second Avenue.  With singleness of mind in Christ and unwavering 
commitment to our vision, we too can see Transformation become a reality in ways we 
never expected.  I invite you anew into this vision… into imaginative possibility, into 
Transformation… through Experiencing God, Growing in God, and Connecting in God.  
Through the 20/20 Vision Project.  Through a life dominated by creative life.  Through 
lives that offer the hope, joy, and peace found only in Jesus Christ!  May we not waver.   

Praise God, Jesus did not.  Let us celebrate the Resurrection in every way! 

In Christ,  
Pastor Matt 
 
 
 
 

 

Journey to the Cross...                 

 Palm Sunday       April 5, 8:15am & 10:45am 
 Maundy Thursday       April 9, 7pm 
 Good Friday            April 10, 7pm 
 

And Beyond… 

 Sunrise Service       April 12, 7am 
 Easter Breakfast       April 12,  8:30-10:30am 
 Resurrection Celebration            April 12, 10:45am 

Pastor ’s Message Cont... 
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Year of Prayer! 
Please consider signing up for one of the following dates for prayer. When you come to 
the church to pray, feel free to pray wherever and however you’d like. If you would like a 
list of prayer points, they are located right inside the Ad Council room off the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact Jen Harry if you have any questions. Thank you for taking prayer se-
riously! Listed are the dates still available for April: 
April:  2. 5, 7, 11, 12, 17, 19, 23, 24, 26, 27 

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 

Valley View: Mary Coldwell, Margie Grove 

Bellemeade Manor:  Cora Biddle, and Audrey Hampton 

Hillview Nursing Home:  Florence Points 

Lutheran Home: Dorothy Edmundson,  Dorothy Brooks,  

Hollidaysburg Veterans Home:  Jim Fedesco 

Altoona Center For Nursing Care: Helen Faust, Barbara Allison 

Winds At Mattern Orchard:  Mary Bakoss 

At Home: Gloria Jackson, Dorothy Liebegott, Pat Pavlic, Betty Fedesco, Clesta Slogen-
hop, Edna VanZandt, Anna Mae Dobson, Pauline Bollinger, and Isabel Woomer 

Healthsouth Rehab: Vivian Irvin, Betty Lenson 

Out of Town Concerns:  Sharon Rhoads, Him Hoover, Betty Meyer, Bill Foster 
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WHY THE 20/20 VISION PROJECT ANYHOW? 
So why now to embark on something such as the 20/20 Vision project?  Why at this time?  Why not a few 
years ago?  Or a few years from now?  Why in 2009? 
These may be some of the types of questions that come to mind for some as we have begun working on the 
facility portion of our vision through the 20/20 Vision project. 
In the months ahead these are questions that we will continue to explore together in more depth.  However, 
for now, there are a few items to note. 

For a number of years we have been working with the vision of TRANSFORMATION through Reaching 
Seekers, Building Believers in Christ.  We have been doing our best to align all parts of ministry under the 
three components of Experiencing God (in Dynamic Worship), Growing in God (through Faithful Living), 
and Connecting with God (through Creating Community).  Now we are finally able to start moving in a 
process that will allow even the facility itself to reflect these primary areas of the vision.  How exciting to 
know that every part of the facility can even be designed to specifically foster Transformation through 
Reaching Seekers, Building Believers in Christ!  The facility aligning with the vision is the next “logical” step 
to carrying out our vision. 

Increasingly over the years we have become more and more of a mission center of hope to the people of Al-
toona.  We have always been a people who desire to do what we do with excellence, this has always been a 
core value to us.  Therefore, our desire is also to be the best mission center possible to the people of Altoona.  
In order for this to occur, we need to create spaces for people to learn, worship comfortably, connect easily, 
be informed, feel welcome, experience God, grow, serve, etc.  The more time that goes by that we do not 
maximize these opportunities for people, the more discipleship opportunities that we miss. 

Especially pertinent to the “Why now?” question is the fact that we have recently had a significant “boom” 
in our worship attendance.  For the first time in at least a number of decades we averaged over 300 people 
for weekend worship services in the month of February.  If we do not soon have adequate spaces for these 
new people among us to learn, be resourced, be discipled, grow, be welcomed and informed, or even park, 
then we will miss out on huge discipleship opportunities.  People will either seek these opportunities out 
somewhere else, or even more tragic, no where else.  We have a responsibility to equip the facility to handle 
as many as possible for  discipleship-formation! 

And speaking financially, the church is currently in no debt.  Not only is the church not in any debt, but all 
bills and shares of ministry have been paid in full over the last few years.  We are in as good a shape as we 
could hope to expect at this point on the financial end.  Even more exciting, we have the opportunity if peo-
ple give faithfully, generously, and sacrificially to move through the 20/20 Vision project with minimal to 
no debt.  This is a project that can be done in stages and as resources are raised.  Some people say that this 
is the “worst time” to go into any type of capital campaign due to the wider financial concerns of the coun-
try’s economy.  However, this may just be the best time to embark on such a mission because it will force us 
to relay, in faith, upon God.  And anything we do MUST be in reliance and faith in Christ. 
In short, there is an urgency and responsibility on our end to act now due to the increasing importance of 
seeing our vision lived out in EVERY aspect so that the ministries that are going on may be maximized to 
their fullest potential.  We have that opportunity right now with increasing numbers of people joining us, 
lack of debt, relative financial security (DESPITE the country’s economy!!), and the growing passion of the 
people here to walk in faith. 

God gives us certain moments, at certain times, where doorways are open.  This is one of those times that 
did not exist five years ago, and may not exist five years from now.  Therefore, we need to move now to see 
this part of the overall vision fulfilled for the advancement of God’s kingdom.  In some ways, the better 
question may not even be “Why now,” but rather, Why NOT now?”  Let us be in prayer together to better 
understand the unique opportunity that the Lord has laid before us right now in this place. 
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COUNTERS: 

Jack Stehle 
TBA 

SOUND: 
Elevation: 
04/04  Marshal Straight  
04/11   Pat Hopkins  
04/18   Chrissy Cotter 
04/25   Scott Thompson 

 Sunday Worship: 
04/05   Wade Koelle 
04/12   Pat Hopkins 
04/19    Chrissy Cotter 
04/26    Curtis Davidhizar 
 

NURSERY (Elevation): 
04/04  Jim Kennedy 
  Gretchen Kennedy  

04/11   Christine Hopkins 
   Tabitha Becker 

04/18   Bette Fischer 
              Donna Lysinger 
04/25   Bonita Thompson  
   Nicole Hileman 

GREETERS: 
8:15am: 
Jim Daski 
Dave & Harriet Koelle 
 
10:45am: 
Sally Cross 

Gordon & Jane White 

POWER POINT: 
Elevation: 
04/04   Rachel Ferguson 
04/11    Brian Koelle 
04/18    Clint Baker 
04/25   Andrew Bollinger 

10:45am: 
04/05   Rachel Ferguson 
04/12    Brian Koelle 
04/19    Daniel Wilt 
04/26   Don Rice 

MINI CHURCH 
04/05    Priscilla Heidler, Brooke McChessney 
04/12     No Jr. Church, Easter Sunday! 
04/19    Danielle Mattern, Mary Ann Cook 
04/26    Rachel Ferguson, Amber Rhodes 

 
JR. CHURCH 

04/05   Gina Barefoot, Donna Lysinger  
04/12   No Jr. Church, Easter Sunday! 
04/19   Sherry Koelle, Claire McKelvey 
04/26   Lisa Hann, Katie  Hann 
 

READERS: (8:15am) 
04/05    Sharon Lang 

04/12     Sue Fochler 

04/19     Roger Morgan 

04/26    Dave Koelle 

NURSERY (10:45am): 
04/05:  Marian Rice 
               Daniel Wilt 
    Jen Fochler 
               Chrissy Cotter 

04/12:   Sue Fochler 
               Jes Simonis 
               David Bickel 

04/19:   Terry Koelle 
               Jen DeBlois  
              Kirsten Davidhizar 
04/26:  Sherri Hileman 

               Bonita Thompson 
              Helen Weller 

Serving in AprilServing in AprilServing in AprilServing in April    

Acolytes: 

04/05   Brooke McChessney 

04/12    Kate Hann 

04/19    Taylor Kennedy  

04/26   David Bickel 
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 Our family would like to thank our 
church family for their prayers and 
acts of kindness and sympathy in 
the loss of our brother,  
Mike Lehman. 
Sincerely, 
Jackie Ross, & Doris Brennecke 

 

 

 

We wish to extend our heartfelt sympathy 
to the following families on the loss of their 
loved ones: 

To the family and friends of Margo “Maggie” 
Davis who died tragically. Maggie was a for-
mer Youth here at Second Ave. and will be 
sadly missed by those who knew and loved 
her. 

To the Family and friends of Jackie Ross 
and Doris Brennecke whose brother, Myron 
“Mike” M. Lehman passed away Monday, 
March 9, 2009. 

To the family and friends of Kathy Bickel 
whose sister-in-law, Connie L. Higgins 
passed away Saturday, March 14, 2009 after 
a long battle with cancer. 

 

 

Congratulations to Brittany 

Thompson and Paul Diveglia on 

the birth of their son,  

Conner William Joseph Divelglia 

6lbs. 12 1/2oz.  18” long 

Grandson to: Scott Thompson and 

Donna Spongler 

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to submit a letter of thanks to the Scroll please call 
the church office at 943-2072, or email us at 2ndaveumc@verizon.net no later than the 15th of each 

Thanks to the Jr. Church 
kids for the Valentines 

made for the Shut-ins. They 
were very much  

appreciated. 
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AprilAprilAprilApril    
BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!BIRTHDAYS!!    

1 Tricia Harren 
2 Becky Ross 
     Eric Mattern 
3 Jeff Anslinger 
4 E. Randy Grove 
     Richard Irvin 
5 Carcey Ardrey 
8 Shawn Harren 
11 Sandy Hankinson 
14 Patty Ingham 
15 Alicia Friedenberger 
16 Mary Coldwell 
17 Donna Porter 
     Emily Geist 

18 Steve Porter 
     Chris Ferguson 
     Evelyn Kling 
     Nicole Hileman 
19 Florence Points 
20 Damian J. Branas 
21 Louise Benn 
     Jamie Grove 
22 Barry Wright 
     Karen Hughes 
23 Alexis Koelle 
     Cory Woodcock 
24 Diane Smith 
25 David Bickel 
     Alex Lake 
     Jamie Rickabaugh 

 
 

 2    Todd & Jessie Covert 
14   Paul & Edie Weible 
21   Karl & Jamie Freidenberger 
27   Jim& Betty Fedesco 
28   Norm & Priscilla Heidler 

Many thanks to our  Feb. Altar 
person, Betty Stacey...thanks for  
everyone's continued help and 
support with the Altar and  
flowers.   
Gretchen & Jim 

Dear Second Ave. UMC, 
Thank you so much for feeding us on Wed. and Fri-
day, March 11 & 13. Both dinners were wonderful. 
Also, thank you for your hospitality throughout the 
week. We really enjoyed staying here. Whenever we 
saw anyone from the church you were very friendly 
and open and welcoming. You even prayed for us at 
your Thursday morning service. We pray that you 
would stay strong in all  of your efforts to reach out 
to the city of Altoona. 

Thank you, 
Dickenson Mission Team 

26 Sherri Hileman 
27 William Noye 
     Grace Mattern 
     Sharon Covert 
28 Jim Haggerty 
30  Mitchell Stevens  

Calling all SENIORS!   
Please reserve the day April 25th on your calendars as a day of thanks to YOU!  We at 
Second Avenue UMC would like to take April 25 as a Senior Appreciation day of thanks-
giving for your presence among us!  Specifically we would like to invite you to come and 
have a catered luncheon at noon that day catered by the Monday night Bible Study group 
and served by the Second Ave. Youth Group.  We are hoping to provide some musical en-
tertainment and allow for a time of sharing and thanksgiving.  We recognize how impor-
tant our seniors are and what you mean to the life of this congregation.  Thanks to your 
faithfulness throughout the years we are still here today.  We hope April 25 will be a day 
to celebrate you and recognize all that you have sacrificed in order to help the church be-
come all that it can be.   
There is no cost to you.  Please come as the church's honored guests and enjoy a time 
of fellowship and appreciation.  We simply need you to RSVP to the church office by April 
18 so that adequate meal preparations can be made.  So, if you are age 60 or over, we sin-
cerely hope you can join us on this very special day to thank YOU! 
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Treasurer’s Report: 

WEEKLY OFFERING 

03/01                 $4,603.05 
03/08                 $4,481.32 
03/15                 $5,924.26 
03/22        $3,774.63 
03/29   See April Scroll 

WORSHIP 

03/01                 323      
03/08                     306 
03/15                     272 
03/22                     330 
03/29 See April Scroll                            

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

03/01                        72 
03/08                        72 
03/15                        87 
03/22       99 
03/29  See April Scroll         

 

March items needed: toilet 
tissue, bars of soap, and all non
-perishables. 
Please continue to remember 
those in need especially in these 
difficult times. All items can be 
placed in the foyer area in the 
box by the windows. 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!! 

FUNDRAISERS 
Cell Phone Drive:  Please continue to donate 
your inactive cell phones with their batteries 
(No chargers or accessories needed). 100% of 
the proceeds go directly to the church. 

Balance End of January        $20,319.44 

Total receipts for  February   $84,328.38 

Total disbursements Feb.      $81,695.23 

Balance End of February       $22,952.59  
A complete breakdown of this report is 
available by request.  

ATTENDANCE 

SMALL GROUPS 

80 for the month  

MEETINGS REMINDER 

Ad Council  will meet Tuesday, April 
7th, at 7pm. Trustees, Finance, & SPRC  

will meet Tuesday, April 7th, at 6pm 
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Upcoming Events: 

Wed. Bible Study – Every Wed.  10am 

Youth - Every Sunday at 6pm 

R.O.C.K.– April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Lenten “Lunch Bach”- April 1, 8 

Prayer/Comm.– April 2 

Fish Dinners – April 3  

More information on these and other events 
throughout this month’s Scroll 

REMEMBER to order your church 

cookbooks! Yes, orders are still being 

taken and will be filled by the end of 

April. There was a printing error and 

some of the books had to be shipped 

back but will be here for Mother’s Day.  

Order forms in the church office and 

foyer area. 

Great Food For All! 
The Altoona Mission Central HUB will hold monthly food distributions.  Top qual-
ity food at a greatly discounted price. There are no income guidelines to meet to 
participate. The program offers a variety of “Boxes” of food each month. The big box 
contains from $60 to $80 worth of food for a fixed price of $30. Next order dates 
are May 2nd, 9-11am and May 4th 1-3pm. Cash, money orders, Visa, MC, or Access 
(EBT Card0 can be accepted for payment. Food pick up is convenient and hassle 
free. The HUB is located at 1738 N. Branch Ave., (adjacent to the Driver’s License 
Center).  Visit www.greatfoodforall.com.  

Looking for Parking? 
Over the past number of months we have had the increasingly good problem of try-
ing to find enough spaces for everyone to park.  Many of you have been kind enough 
to park on surrounding streets and to walk when able.  We now have one other op-
tion that has been kindly given to us by Catalono's Restaurant on the corner of 2nd 
Avenue and 1st street.  They have graciously agreed to allow us to park in their 
parking lot free of charge on Sunday mornings as we need.  All they ask is that we 
leave at least 3 spaces open towards the front of their restaurant for potential cus-
tomers and that we park as much towards the back of their parking lot as possi-
ble.  This is a very kind gesture by one of our neighborhood businesses.  Please be 
sure to thank them as you are able, and possibly pick up a quick sandwich or pizza 
after services on Sunday for lunch!  Feel free to start parking in their parking lot im-
mediately, particularly if you cannot find space anywhere else! 

2009 Mission Dates: June 22-26  in Altoona, and   July 18-25  in Indiana.  
Please see Pastor Matt if you are interested in participating in either of these mis-

sion opportunities. 
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IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES... The 20/20 Vision Project 

Many of you will probably remember that during our anniversary dinner last November 

everyone was encouraged to offer their thoughts and suggestions on improvements to 

the facility for ministry purposes.  In addition to the congregation as a whole, the Ad-

ministrative Council and the church staff were also invited into this process of making 

suggestions for improvements.   

After receiving these suggestions for the facility, a task force was composed to begin pri-

oritizing these requests that you made in line with the vision of the church.  These pri-

orities were then taken to the Administrative Council for discussion and approval.  The 

following information lists those priorities as they have been determined thus far based 

upon your feedback.  Please keep in mind this list remains a work in progress to give us 

guidance in determining which projects to tackle first.  And of course these projects 

eventually will depend upon adequate resourcing to accomplish them.  This is certainly 

not a "finalized" priority list, but it begins to show the type of possibilities that can be 

achieved in order to REACH SEEKERS and BUILD BELIEVERS IN CHRIST in every 

way within the facility itself.  The following priorities are simply FYI and given with the 

request that we all be in prayer for them.  Certainly we will all have questions on these 

 priorities and information will continue to be shared to hopefully address those ques-

tions.  In the mean time, should you have questions about specific items listed, please 

contact Judy Coutts who is acting as our project coordinator on this endeavor. 

   20/20 Vision Priorities  

 

Immediate: by Jan. 2010 
Spring cleaning   Painting & repair projects Storage 
Spruce up” nursery  Create  resource center  Central Air 
Improve water fountains Hope Chest storage  Parking  
Update technology for Sunday school rooms   Sunday school room partitions 
Replace glass on existing signs and/or get new signs   
Building repairs: masonry, stained glass windows                    Investigate structural infill at Balcony level 
Master planning/reprogram church spaces, including consideration of handicapped accessibility 

1-3 yrs.: by Jan. 2012 
Update youth room  Update social hall  Update kitchen 
Electrical/lighting upgrades Install motion-activated lighting sensors in the building 

3-5 yrs.: by Jan. 2014 
Relocate nursery  Modify altar; extend risers Theater lights in sanctuary 
Update office area  Lighting and sound booth upgrades 
Handicapped accessibility (elevator) 

RUNNING FOR THE ROCK!!! 
Do you wish you could help out more at the ROCK but just do not have the time on Wednesdays to 
come and be with the kids?  Do you wish you had more ways to  support the ROCK even when you 
cannot be there?  Well now there is another way! 
This May, on May 3rd to be exact, a number of Second Avenue UMC individuals will be running in 
the Pittsburgh Marathon and half marathon.  In case you are not sure, a marathon is 26.2 miles 
(which means the half marathon is 13.1 miles)!1  These individuals will be running on behalf of the 
ROCK program to help raise funds for this vital ministry.  Here is where you come in, should you 
wish to support any or all of these runners, sponsorship money can be given to THE ROCK.  You 
can support the runners with one lump sum, or so much per mile.  This is an easy and fun way 
(except for the runners!!!!) to help contribute to a vital program in the area. The runners this year will 
be:       

     For the Full marathon:     For the Half Marathon:             For a relay team in the Marathon 
 Pastor Matt          Jennifer Lake          Tiffany Stuckey 
       Matt Lindsey           Danielle Mattern 
            Donnie Rhodes 
                  Amber Rhodes 
Please help the runners as they try to help, and RUN, for the ROCK! 
Sponsorship forms can be found at the church, OR simply send a check made payable to THE 
ROCK to the church and indicate Marathon Support/Runner Name in the memo.  Thanks for help-
ing to make a difference in the lives of kids in the community! 
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER:  
What do you think of the 
prose: “Every single act of 
love bears  the imprint of 
God”. When we get up from a 
night’s rest, we want to be 
sure what we do will be done 
in love. If you smile at some-
one it is an expression of love.  

A lady came by my car and 
helped me put me groceries in 
the trunk and she also took 
the cart with her, an expres-
sion of love was with her. In 

the store people will help 
takeout groceries from my  
cart, an expression of love. 
We can be thankful for the 
imprint of God. Let us show 
expressions of love in our 
daily walk and in doing so we 
will be richly blessed. 
Give thanks and show love,   

Erdean 
And the Lord make you to increase and 
abound in love one toward another, 
and toward all men... 

                                  1 Thessalonians 3: 12 



P a g e  7  T h e  S c r o l l  

A Moment of Awe... 
What are the chances?  Sometimes you just have to take the moment and sit and 
ponder.  What are the chances I would run into them after not seeing them for 
years?  What are the chances that our paths would cross?  What are the chances that 
this would happen to me?  I think that this question becomes especially powerful 
when we look at our small groups.  Take a moment to think.  What are the chances 
that with 6 billion people on the planet you or I would be connected with a handful 
of people to live life together in intentional community?  Things could be so differ-
ent:  if someone was born one week earlier, if someone had taken that first job offer, 
if someone had married a different person, if someone bought a different house.  In 
just split seconds history could have changed and your small group could have had a 
completely different makeup.  Take a moment to ponder the beauty of the God-
designed group that you are connected to.  May God’s purpose for each of your 
groups be revealed as you connect with the others God alongside you on the journey. 

Jen 

 

The R.O.C.K. 
(Reaching Out to Community Kids) 

Recently I had a conversation with a few people that left such an impact on me that I 
just gotta share it.  

Myself and several others were hanging out after an event, a pretty busy, hectic 
event, talking about what we had just experienced. How we could improve, what to 
eliminate. Someone just randomly added to the conversation that they really wanted 
to become a foster parent. I was like what? They already have a family, raising kids, 
busy with work and all the things that go along with life in 2009. I asked a few ques-
tions;  Why now?, Wouldn’t that effect your family?, what about money? The re-
sponse was “it is just something I want to do”. I was floored, still am. Here is an indi-
vidual offering, wanting, to help to love someone who no one else will. For no other 
reason than the simple desire to. I pray that God will continue to work in my heart 
and bring that desire out in me. 

Conversations like that and people who say things like that are why I love being here. 
It makes me realize how blessed I am to be able to work with people like this. 

Thank you to all here for your generous support of the R.O.C.K. Please keep our kids 
and volunteers in your thoughts and prayers. 

Peace, Danny 

              

We’re On the Web! 

www.2ndaveumc.org 

Transformation through REACHING SEEK-
ERS, BUILDING BELIEVERS IN CHRIST! 
This is our vision and goal at Second Avenue 
United Methodist Church. Our hope is to see 
people grow closer to Christ through Dynamic 
Worship, Faithful Living, and Creating Commu-
nity. We believe that lives are changed, chal-
lenged, and transformed through the powerful 
love of Jesus Christ and hope to share that love 
through intentional relationships in our worship, 
in our living, and in our community. We are a 
growing and vibrant congregation ministering to 
infants, youth, families, and seniors. We seek to 
reach everyone with the love of Christ through 
both traditional worship and contemporary wor-
ship (including a praise team, drama team, and 
dance team). We would love to grow and experi-
ence transformational life with you! 

At the Penn State Altoona Campus 
Curt Wright from the Altoona campus recently escorted 40 Penn State Altoona stu-
dents to the Jubilee Conference in Pittsburg where they joined with thousands of other 
college students to learn how to live out their faith in all areas of life. The weekend 
event made a significant impact on the students. Curt continues to lead four Bible 
studies every week, mentor three young men, and works with the praise and worship 
band.  A core group of students, known as the leadership team, help him to plan and 
carry out the SALT ministry on campus.  Curt continues to see God moving in a num-
ber of students and shares these praises: 
• We are having a student attend our Friday Bible study who is a leader of the atheist 

and agnostic group on campus 
• One student doubted his faith entirely before going to the Jubilee conference. He 

has now decided to be a Christian cam counselor this summer. 
• Another student who has never been active in a church, attends our Friday Bible 

study and is going on our spring break mission trip. He tells me that meeting God 
has changed his life. 

God is working on the campus of Penn State Altoona and I am so thankful for all of 
you who support this ministry. Together, we are making a difference! 

Curt Wright 

How Giving Is Saving Lives And Allowing Transformation To Occur:  

Reaching Seekers,  

Building Believers,  

In Christ 
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